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To the reverend the miniſters of 


The Calviniſtical Baptiſt perſuaſion, 
meeting at BLackWELL's Coffee 
Houſe. 


Reverend Gentlemen, 


H E N I had ſent you my laſt 


letter, containing impartial re- 


fections on your J 5 and 
pleaſed my 


earned MINUTE, | 
TR =© {cif with thinking, that I ſhould 


have no tarther occaſion to addreſs. you, as 


A BoarD: I was in great hopes, that you 
would have conſulted your own intereſt ſo 
much, as to have given me no repeated provo- 
cation to continue my remonſtrances. But find- 


ing that you chooſe to diſtinguiſh your ſelves as 


my enemies, and that, whatever diſpoſition 1 
may have to be filent, you are reſofved not to 
let me alone; J muſt be loſt to all ſenſe, not 


to underſtand, that there is a neceſſity for me, 
either to ſubmit to this drudgery afreſh, or, by 
luffering you to go on without any rebuke, ta- 
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citly concur with your reports, and confirm 
_ your malitious mfimuatons. © 
- I TAKE upon me, Gentlemen, to be poſi- 
tive here, becauſe, when the caſe comes to be 
ſuch, with one, who ſuſtains the character of 
a a miniſter, that mankind are told, and many, 
without doubt, made to believe, That he is 
« a perſon of no conſcience, a man of no 
principle; in ſhort, one, who has nothing 
e in him truly religious; but, on the contra- 
“ ry, that he is to be bought and fold into 
« any denomination; that he will take any 
e fide in doctrine, and join with any party in 
e practice, juſt as intereſt bears ſway, and 
_« worldly advantage is beſt to be promoted:“ 
L repeat it, and fay, becauſe when things look 
with this threatening aſpect, and a man comes 
to be denied every pretenſion to a moral cha- 
racter, as well as that of @ chriſtian; not a joul, 
but will conclude, and with all the reaſon ima- 
inable, that if the perſon, held out in this 
ght, has any thing to ſay for hitnſelf, tho it 
were only the ſhadow of a defenſe, that muſt 
certainly be the time for it, when ſuch u- 
mours prevail; and that he muſt either hen 
ſpeak, or for ever hold his tongue. 
Now, Gentlemen, you need not that I 
ſhould tell you, either that clamours concern- 
ing me, of like import with thoſe mentioned 
above, are riſe in the world, or that thoſe cla- 
mours are what you have raiſed and fomented 4 
with the public.---— But thus much, perhaps, 
it may be very proper I ſhould fay, * ” 
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length, that 1 may not ſeem wanting in my 


rds to this venerable board, That as you 


have been pleaſed to take this farther liberty 
with my character, and have made your ſelves 
_ judges not of my actions only, but even of my 


heart, it is highly convenient, that I ſhould 
examine into the reaſons on which you procede 


in theſe heavy charges; and alſo, in caſe it 


ſhould be found in the iſſue, that you cannot 
ſupport your allegations, that I ſhould not on- 
ly do myſelf juſtice by turning all the venom 


and calumny on your own heads; but indu] 


myſelf in the overflowings of that ſati faction, 
which will always reſult from injured inno- 

I very well remember, that now, much 
about a year and an half ſince, that is to ſay, 
juſt after my expulſion, rumeurs of this kind 
were got abroad.-----I drew up a ftate of the 
matter, at that time; but at he inſtances of 


ſome friends, who thought it would fall bard - 


on the board, conſented to ſuppreſs it. 
Ix is true, my principal concerns in that 


were with Mr. Gill and Mr. Brine. For ha- 


ving made them privy, the latter eſpecially, to 
the fecrets of my conduct in reſpect to The 


Quakers and The Church of England, I ima- 
gined, I could not ffficrently Protoſt againſt 


| their baſeneſs in betraying me. 


Bur ſince that, having had an opportunity 
of diſcourſing them on the ſubject, they clear 
themſelves by denying the fact, and charging 
the ft diſcoveries upon one and another of 
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their brethren; which brethren, as they fay, 
had it from one who is now dead, and even 
one, to whom I never divulged it. 

HoweveR, leaving that, ſince the mat- 
ter is 709 intricate for me to determine; 
whether we can poſitively fix on Zhe ori- 
ginal, or not, it is ſtill plain, even from 
what The Gentlemen laſt mentioned have ſaid, 
that it lies among your ſelves: They have only 
extended the charge, and with all my heart; 
let it be common; allow it to be general: Nay 
verily, with reſpe& to the preſent rumours, 
which are a ſort of addition to what was firſt 
given out, or a kind of wicked improvement 
upon it, the charge, as far as I can ſee, muſt 
be uni verſal: Here, it ſeems, you are all con- 
cerned. And therefore, not to confine my . 
ſelf (as I did in he fate referred to above) to 
the unfaithfulneſs of particular friends, or tbe 
moſt intimate acquaintance, I am now concer- 
ned with you as @ body; as ſuch, who have 
jointly, as well as ſeverally, contributed your 
parts in loading me with reproach, and firing 
the minds of profeſſors againſt me. 

Do not miſtake me, Gentlemen; I am not 
giving you a falſe alarm, I am not bringing 4 
falſe accuſation againſt you ; what I have here 
ſuggeſted, is no chimera of my own; no 
phantom owing its birth to the force of ima- 
gination, or the heat of reſentment: No, it is 
all fact, all too true. I have met with theſe 
things, as they are now related, I mean, as 

charged upon the members of this board, from 


one 
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one and another at Loxiners HALL. There 


have I been queſtioned upon the head, and 
that with no ſmall rigour and nicety; becauſe 
reports, truly, under your atte/tations, and bear- 


ing the ſanction of your names! 


Nay more, I have very lately received the 
ſame informations by the poſt. A letter, from 
no inconſiderable place in the country, is char- 


ged with the ſame intelligence. So that we 
have teſtimonies enough to the thing: It is no 
private matter ; ſo far from it, that, in ſhort, 
it is in a body's mouth among the diſſent- 
ers. You have given it out, and it works as 
you deſigned it; it reads like wild fire. 
You are but too ſenſible of your advantage 
upon this account: Whatever comes from this 
quarter, you very well know, is ſure to ſuc- 
cede with the bulk of the people; for being ſo 
weak as to receive all that you fay for truth, 
they readily become your drudges, and propa- 
gate it as ſuch. | | 
Bur becauſe converſation is excedingly va- 
rious, and we can neither ſo faithfully retain, 
nor ſo exactly judge of thoſe words which are 
delivered to the ear, as thoſe which are com- 


mitted to paper ; I apprehend, it will be moſt 
Proper, in the preſent caſe, to take your charge, 


as tranſmitted to me in vriting. There we 
may hope to ſee it in the Arongeſt terms, as 


well as at full length. For this reaſon I ſhall 


not think much of tranſcribing it from the ler- 
ter, ſpoken of above. Now there it ſtands 
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IA informed, that the true reaſon 

te why the board dealt with you in the man- 
e ner you complain of, was becauſe they had 
« good reaſon to conclude, that you made no 


s conſcience of religion, or did not adhere to 


de any ſet of religious principles, as a matter 
*« of conſcience; but could comply, or fall in, 
with any ſentiment or ſect, that would beſt 
contribute to your wordly intereſt. And as 

<« a proof or confirmation of this, they in- 
e ſtance your having waited upon ſome per- 
<« ſons of prime figure among The Quakers, 
c with a deſign of going over to them; and 
«© hkewiſe your attempts of conformity to 
« The National Church; but, ſay they, both 
* of them being ourbidden by Mrs. Ginn, 
« you fell in with her notions, and undertook ' 
* to become an advocate for them. 


Tuls then is your charge, Gentlemen; this, 
it ſeems, your pretence for expelling me the 
board, and treating me as an beretic and an 
Beat hen. Well, we ſhall ſee how zuft it all 
is, what real foundation you had for theſe cen 
ſures, when we have conſidered the general oc- 
cafion of my applying to thoſe different inte- 
refts; the liberty I took in each application, or 
the real tate in both caſes ; what my behaviour 
was under thoſe circumſtances, where your 
ſelves are witneſs for me; and laſtly, the 0- | 
fervables in your own conduct, as it relates to 

the preſent affair. | 2 3 
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TRE GENERAL OCCASION,» -» 
inclining me to leave the particular baptiſts, 


1 


Was as follows:: a 


Vo very well know, Gentlemen, that 


entered upon the miniſtry, and took the charge 
of a congregation, when young. Now it 


happened, during the courſe of my ſervice at 
Devonſbire Square, that ſeveral things turned 
up to make me wneaſy. This, I believe, you 
are all in a meaſure ſenſible of, tho, it may be, 
ſtrangers to he particulars themſelves. Theſe 


therefore, as they nearly concern. the preſent 


argument, muſt be laid before you. And 


they were of te ſorts : Firſt,. Some, that 


were of -@ religious or public nature; and 


Secondly, Others, that may be called private 
pena; ins} its RES 


To the former cha I refer ſome. wares 22 
putes, which turned up between the heads of 
that community and myſelf; concerning The 


right of the pulpit; The liberty of requeſt- 
ing miniſters of a different denomination 
e to preach for me; The matter of open, or 
mixt communion, and tbe reſt. And as to 
the latter, namely private or ſecular diſcourage- 


ments, the account is this: That having ex- 


ceded in ſome domeſtic expences, as well as 
the furniture of my library (for want of con- 
ſidering, that I was not a perſon of real for- 
tune or eſtate) and opened my circumſtan- 

d ces, in the extent of them, to the principals 
of that ſociety, Ireceived no other aſſiſtance, 
than the bare, dry advice, That I muſt en- 
. ©" * deavour 
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{0 deavour 19 retrench; when the loan of hifty 
pounds, for two or three years, would have 


s anſwered the neceſſity I was then under, and 


e have made me perfectly eaſy : That my cir- 
“ eumſtances were firſt made too public in the 
congregation itſelf, and from thence quickly 
« carried into the world; by which means 1 
Was not only rendered contemptible abroad, 
but expoſed to conſiderable diſcouragements 
<<. in my miniſtrations: That beſides this, ſuch 
e inſtances of reſpe& were neglected, as had 
«©. no manner of relation to their pockets; and 
« aboveall, That they, at laſt, threw me upon 
« ſtrangers, thoſe of other communities, for 
„„ wenn 
Now, Gentlemen, this being the ſituation 
'of things, in what way, do you ſuppoſe, muſt 
it affect a young, unexperienced perſon; one who 
knew little of mankind, and had ſeen but lit- 
tle of the world? You cannot, I ſhould think, 
make any difficulty of allowing, That this 
was enough to ſtir up apprehenſions fill of 
 diftireſs. What praſpect, do you imagine, could 
T1 have before me? Had I any thing to preſage 
but wrangling and diſcord among theſe bre- 
thren, but trouble and contempt to myſelf? And 
ſuppoſing this to have been the caſe, which 1s 
 ſufhciently natural, and which it really was, 
what paſſions, may we conclude, would fr} 
ſeize upon a (perſon, thus circumſtanced? 
Would he have /o great a command of his tem- 
per; would he act with /o much coolneſs and deli 
beration, and a young perſon too, as to _— 


* 


. 


— 
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bout him immediately for intereſt, and level his 
firſt ſcheme for the world? Or rather, Would 
not reſentment and indignation, apprehending he 


was impoſed upon in ſome articles, and neglected 


in others, riſe ſo high, and ſway him fo ab/o- 
lutely, as to- alienate his regards to ſelf intereſt, 
and quaſh all preſent deliberations for the world? 
Here the flit, immediate concern is to get rid 


of the burden he lies under; this the petſon re- 


folves at all hazards, leaving himſelf no time 
to conſider, whether he may not, by meaſures 
too haſty and precipitant, till plunge hingfelf 
into- greater difficulties, ---- I do not know, 
Gentlemen, how you find it at ſuch ſeaſons, or 
whether you have entirely reigned your ſelves 
to every degree of ſervitude ; but I aſſure you 
(for miniſters, you are ſenſible, are but men) 


the diſcouragements above had foo. much this 
influence upon me. n 


Well, this ſuppoſed, How are we to ac- 


count for it? Where are we to place, not only 


the birth of this reſentment, but the indulgence 
of it, in this manner? ---- To /elf intereſt? 
To worldly advantage? No, It is plainly a con- 
traliction here: It is like the hon in the way, 
which obſtructs every avenue on that fide. ---- 
It is, in ſhott, to be reſolved into weakneſs of 
natural temper, ignorance of men and Figs | 
and the want of judgment to manage in the world. 

It has been ſo with me; It was muy caſe, I aſ- 
fare you, in the affair we are now canvaſſing, 


— And will you alſo allow me this, Gentle- 


allow it me; I have but 


— 


men? . You thall 
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too juſt a right to this character; my pretenſions 
here are but 00 full, ſecured to me by too ma- 
ny inſtances. ---But then what becomes of this 
charge of covetouſneſs, this love of the world, 
that I am fo followed and reproached with; 
and that is made the prevailing motive to 
the applications before ſpoken ot ? ------ No, 


take my word for it, twas no ſuch thing; it 


was preſent reſentment, and this occaſioned 


from weakneſs of mind, and want of expe- 


A 


rience. 


I x what has been laſt faid be not ſufficient - 


to convince you of my innocence with reſpect to 


all ſecular views in theſe applications, let it 


then be farther confidered, That I could have 
no proſpe& of mending my circumſtances by 
leaving Devonſhire Square. For whatever my 


difficulties and incumbrances might be, from 
the reaſons before given, you very well know, 


that in point of Sa L ARI was not behind any 
of you all; nay, I may ſafely ſay, that I had 


conſiderably the advantage. So that I muſt own, 


however, in honour of that community, that 
their m/take did not lie there; but in not g. 
lowing ſufficiently for thoſe things, which it 


was then 00 late to prevent.-----Well, where, 


do you imagine, I could go to better myſelf 


as to the world? To make it worth upwards of 


an hundred a year to me? I am ſure, nothi 
of that kind could be expected from tbe appli- 


cation I made; ſo that if the world was at the 
bottom (tho' I think every thing concurs to 
prove the reverſe) I was as much miſtaten in 
my meaſures, as creature could poſſibly be. 
: | AGAIN, 


, 


1 


=O, OO. 
Acain, laſtly, under this head, my natu- 
ral diſpoſition,” which I ſhall mention here once 
or all, ſtrongly contradicts every 1mputation 
of this fort. I have nothing mercenary in my 
natural temper. And for this I dare appeal to 
your ſelves; you know to the contrary: And 
therefore it is the more ſurpriſing, that you 
ſhould ſtoop to ſuch. an 1nfinuation.-----How- 
ever, on this foot, take what liberties 50 
pleaſe, I am ſure to ſtand unſuſpected with a// 
my acquaintance, who, I am poſitive, will 
never believe any thing like that of me, tho 
it come from perſons of no leſs veracity and 
conſcience; than the members of this board, 


My next buſineſs is to exhibit 
TAE TRUE STATE 
of things in both caſes. 


You will obſerve, Gentlemen, from what 
| Iam now going to offer, that I am far from 
having any inclination to derract from the real 
| truth: But then it concerns me, you mult be- 
lieve, to keep up with this board, and ſee that 
you do not outrun it. So far as you have even 
the colour of juſtice on your fide, you ſhall be 
allowed the glory of that triumph, which 
greater minds would deſpiſe ; which perſons of 
true Chriſtianity would forbear to challenge. 
But, to be ſure, I cannot ſtand. by as an idle 
| ſPeator, while you are making havoc of my 
character at all adventures, ſporting your ſelves | 
| With my afflictions, and, right or wrong, pul- 
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ling me down, that you may raiſe your ſelves, 


1 5 
| * 
| with more eaſe and /ecurity, on my ruins. ff 
|| Misr Ak E me not, Gentlemen, as to the MW 2 
| meer facts themſelves, I do not deny them; n 
| I mean that I was once of twice (and above twice, MY d 
| I think, I was not) in conver/ation with ſome 10 
gentlemen of prime figure among The Quaker:: Ml *© 
And that, after this, I did wait, tho' upon dif- N 

ferent occaſions, on the late Lord Kine, then t 

Lord High Chancellor. But I proteſt againſt f 

the invidious light in which you repreſent theſe Ml 2 

things, and the uncharitable conſtructiont which 2 

you are pleaſed to put upon them: I diſavow a 

- tbe licentious principles to which you attribute 

| theſe ſteps, and the unnatural, unchriſtian in. 6 

ferences you draw from them: That is to fay, , 

more plainly, I deny that my motive in either . 


caſe was /elf intereſt ; that I was offered fxty WM * 
pounds by the one, and a living of fxty pounds : 
per annum by the other (which are the accounts , 
_ conveyed to me by another letter on this ſubjeR) 
but that neither anſwered my mercenary ex. 
Pectations : I deny that I made any conceſſions, 
in the one caſe, or in the other, beyond the 
limits of an honeſt mind; and that I did, in the 
leaſt, infringe upon the liberty of my conſcienct, 
turn apaſtate from God, or reced? from the 
dlictates of that religion, which is pure and un 
defiled. For theſe, if not more than I have 
yet mentioned, you know, Gentlemen, aft 
the kind, the generous, the chriſtian thing 
which you have faid yourſelves, and which 
your friends, after you, are ready to ſay = me. 
me 
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Fou will ask then, I preſume, particularly, 
What was it, that you repreſented to be 
gentlemen among The Quakers? - ſignified 


an inclination of coming over to them; that 


muſt not be diſſembled. And this I did upon 
the following confefions : That I could not 
« but approve the method they took for the 
« carrying on of public worſhip” (refering to 
that common liberty of ſpeech which the bre- 
thren are allowed in theſe communities, and 
for which, if any pleaſe to diſpute it,. I ima- 
gine, we have a ſufficient precedent in he 
apoftalical church at Corinth) © that the pro- 
« feſlion they made of a greater degree of ſpi- 
« rituality, than: ſome other denominations, 
« was highly commendable; that I was great- 
te ly pleaſed with that ſpirit of love and ten- 
t derneſs which ſeemed to prevail thro! the 
« whole body; and laſtly, with that oeco- 
* nomy or order in which they managed 
« all their public affairs.” OE A" xt, BR 
Now, Gentlemen, what is there ſo mon- 
ſtrouſſy bererodox in all this, that I muſt pre- 
ſently be a man of xo principle, a perſon of 
10 conſcrenge for expreſſing my ſelf in this way? 
— You did not apprehend this was the caſe ? 
* It may not be amiſs here, to give you a fuller infight into 
2 was not {hentaneaes as voluntary in me; hut at firſt ſug- 
by another, to whom I was under no ſlight obligations ; 
and purſued, if the little I did in it may be thought to deſerve 
form, more from @ fuþmiſſion to the judgment and authority 
ef that perſon, than any immediate biaſs, or genuine inclination 
of my own. So ftrangely are we ſometimes involved! So ſuddenly 


hatraped, and loſt to our ſelves! 
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----- Neither. Mr. Gill, nor Mr. Brine muſt 
pretend to ſay that; the latter knew it almoſt 


from the beginning, and the former by a con- 
verſation, prior to the revival of the preſent 


reports. But ſuppoſing it even as you would 


ſuggeſt: Why then had you not taken more 


time and pains to have informed your ſelves 
better? What relief or ſati faction is this, to 
come and tell me, That you formed other no- 
tions of my conduct on this head ? ---- There 
is nothing in this, but what you could /afely 


profeſs your ſelves---I know there is not. But 


then, what becomes of your wiſdom and hone- 


Ay, your religion and conſcience all this while? 


Tunis, to the beſt of my "remembrance, 


was the whole that 1 offered in favour of that 
denomination, or as reaſons inclining me to 


their fide. And you obſerve. theſe are all 


general, indifferent things; the externals prin- 


cipally,” or formal decorations of religion. I 
do not know that we entered upon any d- 


.&rinal topic; nay, I think, I may be certain, 
we did not. We canvaſſed no controverted 
principles; ſaid nothing concerning poſtive 


inſtitutions, which make ſo great à part of 
your fundamentals. So that you, above all 


perſons in the world, ſhould not have charged 


me with apoſtacy; becauſe J was ſtill the- 


- roughly tender of your favourite ſchemes.---Well 
for me, I happened to be no unitarian at that 
: time. N YE 8 : „ | 

«1 ow then, ſay you, Gentlemen, tho you 


ve purged your {elf pretty well as * 


Q 
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What account do you give us concerning the 
ſixty pounds? Or are you willing 70. forget that? 
Why, truly, Gentlemen, the % account 
I can give you as to hat, is, I apprehend it to 
be entirely 4 comeFure, a fiction of your own. 
hut you were always ingenious at this work; 
very expert and fruitful in your concluſions 
You knew I was #ncumbered in the world, and 
ſo. you naturally ſuppoſed, there muſt be mo- 
ny in the caſe.----I will not pretend to ſay, 
that I left thoſe gentlemen intirely in the dark 
as to my circumſtances ; that, I think, would 
hardly have been honeſt either to them or my 
elf; But this I proteſt, there was no propoſal 
on my ſide, nor any promiſe on theirs. 
Noz is this all: 1can give even fronger proofs 
than all theſe of my fncerity and orthodoxy at 
this time: I ſpeak in your ſenſe of things, and 
therefore mean, Gentlemen, ſtronger proofs of 
my attachment to your Jet of religious principles; 
for that, at preſent, - is to be the teſt of conſci- 
| ence, and the flandard of truth. They 
knew I was a miniſter. among the particular 
f baptiſts; they knew that I preached at Devon- 
ire Square Vou will not ſcruple to own, 
d I fuppoſe, that they are 2 wiſe, cautious body 
„of men; that they underſtand their own inte- 
e eſt, and take as much care of it, as any in the 
aſenting. way. Well, do you think, they 
would not have a fy upon me; that they 
would not, in the moſt effectual manner, 
make themſelves acquainted with my doctrinai 
nations? No doubt of it -I qbſerved one 
5 8 and 
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[ 18 ] 
and another of that denomi nation attending it 
Devonſhire Square, time after time--Now there. 
fore was the crifis ; this, if ever, was the time to 
carry my point with The Qyakers. And to be 
ſure (to ſpeak in your own way) being ſuch an 
abandoned, mercenary creature, under no re- 
ſtraints of honeſty or conſcience, there was no- 
thing fo erroneous and abominable, that I would 
not utter and inforce to ſecure my intereſt with 
that body. ----- Why, had it been a matter 
of indifference to me what party J had took; 
or had ] been influenced by thoſe regards which 
are purely ſecular, it muſt certainly have been 

as you ſuggeſt. Suppoſing your principle, 
as I faid before, both the rule and meaſure of 
truth, (for which I then wanted no inclinati- 
on) I-muſt have given up every thing that wa 
dear and valuable to me in religious principles, 
to private intereſt and worldly advantage. 
But ſo it was at that time, 1 can ſolemnly de- 
clare, that being diſſatisfied with the judg- 
ment of The Quakers in dodtrinal matters, | 
was far from being under any temptation to 
 facrifice my conſcience, or compliment them 
with my faith: So far from it, that if ever! 
was more expreſſly Caluiniſtical (as you cal 
it) than common, it providentially happened 
pe 


about this time. And beſides that the people at 
Devonſhire Square may remember, I became 
leſs acceptable to them in the latter part of 
my miniſtry, on this very account; I make no 
queſtion, but there are thoſe among The Qu«- 
ters, now living, who can be witneſs for 2 


2 
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[ 19 ] 
that I was far from prevaricating, or conceal- 
ing my ſentiments. | . vow 
AnD what will my dear friends ſay to me 
now ?----There was certainly a great deal of 
weakneſs in this conduCt----Gravely pronounced, 
upon my word But that I knew----What 
is that to the queſtion, to the charge? Where 
is the wwrckedneſs, the worldly mindedneſs, the 
want of conſcience, the apoſtacy, and the ret ? 
Now, to truſt you with one ſecret more, 1 
will venture to tell you, That fo far as I ac- 
' knowledged my ſelf then, ſo far am I A 
9ugker. (till; and, for what I know, ſhall 
live and die ſuch. For as I never did, fo, I 
hope, I never ſhall w:ckedy deny, or Anow= 
ingly depart from that, which I believe in my 
conſcience to be e qo and. 
Tuus much for my application to The 
Quakers ; now for the other extreme, my at- 
tempts of conformity.to The National Church, 
Lou ſee, Gentlemen, from the accounts a- 
bove, what it was that obſtructed my joining 
with The Qyaters. However, this notwith- 
ſtanding, I was determined, as I faid be- 
fore, ſome way or other, to leave Devonſbire 
Square ; being under ſuch circumſtances, that 11 
it was impeſſible for me to ſerve that commu- | 1 
nity, either with pleaſure to my ſelf, or ad- Wo 
vantage to them: Wherefore my next turn of 1 
thought was upon The Church of England. 11 
IL IND EAVvOVURED to weigh, as nicely as I 1 
could, the advantages and diſadvantages on 
this fide ; that is to lay, how far my conſcrence 
£ "TRE 8 could 
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could fall in with the principles and warſhip 
of The Eftabliſhment, and wherein it cbj 
to one, or the other. In matters of doctrine or 
principle, I could not ſee, but their articles 
| ſecured every thing to me that might be judg. 
ed ſubſtantial in religion, and neceſſary to al. 
vation; ſo that what chiefly ſtuck with me 
in the former caſe, was here ſuperſeded. Be. 
ſides which, I apprehended, I ſhould have 
this conſiderable advantage, That I might not 
only indulge à greater freedom of inquiry, but 
allow my ſelf, upon all occaſions, à greater 
liberty of fpeech----Things were ſoon brought 
to a narrow compaſs in my mind, and I had 
nothing conſiderable left to debate, unleſs it 
was the ſprinkling of infants, and the uſe of 
the common prayer What ſhould I do in 
theſe caſes, the former eſpecially ? That | 
could at no rate ſubmit to, without a mamfe}} 
injury to my conſcience, How then could 

I poſſibly manage in this affair? I will tell 
you, Gentlemen----As I had thoughts of ap- 
_ plying to the late Lord Chancellor, I was 
determined, he ſhould know my ſentiments 
on that head; with this particular view, that 
if his Lordſhip ſhould be pleaſed to make 
it an objection, I would intirely decline all 
attempts of Conformity. „ 
Upon this reſolution I drew up a ſhort let- 
ter, a zranſlation of which I ſhall here give 
you ; having annext @ copy of the original, as 


you find it in the margin, 


« Iq" 


* To The Right Honourable PET RR. 


11 


« Lord K ING, Baron of OCR HAM, and 


Lord High Chancellor of GREAT BRT- 


t ATN. i 
My Lokp, | 
TRE perſon, who preſumes to make thus 

« free with Your Lordſhip, is a miniſter a- 

*« mong the diſſenters; but having been now 

« a long time diſſatisfied with them, humbly 
« preſents himſelf to "Your Lordſhip, that, 

e thro' Your goodneſs and generoſity, he 

% may have the honour of being admitted 

85 * 


* Viro Honorati/fims Petro, Domino King, Baroni de Adin — 
dummogue Marea Britanniae C e 


Vir Praęſtantiſime ! 
Qui has tuas in manus auſus eſt dare, rebus ſacris fratres inter 


diſſentientes curas impendit. lis vero, jam longo tempore, mi- 


nime contentus, Tibi, Vir Illuſtriſſime, ſubmiſſe ſe offert, ut, 
tua bonitate ac munificentia fretus, nomen inter clericos ecclefiae 
Anglicanae locumque obtineat. 

uo autem ſunt (nonvult enim Te quicquam celare) quae ſup- 
plicem, forſan, minus reddant felicem. 

Alterum eſt, quod amplam fatis habeat familiam; at non am- 
pliorem, quam inter fratres diſſentientes optime ſuſtentare queat. 

Alterum vero, et profecto majus, quod de infantium jaynous: 
vehementer animi pendeat. 

Quod Te, Vir Spectatiſſime, diu conſervet Deus O. M. 
patriae juris ornamentum, pauperumque ſubſidium, et populi 
Britannici delicias, vovet ex animo et precatur, 

infimus inter 


16 Cllendas humanitatis act 
| Oftobrig, eruditionis tuae 


1731, | cultores, Sc. 


. 
ce _ the clergy of The Church of Ex. 
„Nor but there are two things (for he 
* would conceal nothing from Your Lord- 
te ſhip) which may, poſſibly, render him 
b leſs ſucceſsful in ſuch a petition. 
 « THE one, that he has a large family, yet 
te not larger, than what he can handſomely 
© maintain among be diſſenters. © 

.« TRE other, and, indeed, the greater, that 
« he can by no means entertain an opinion of 
« the ſprinkling of infants. 

„% THAT the Great God would long con- 
te tinue Your Lordſhip, the ornament of our 
« laws, the guardian of the poor, and the de. 
« light of the Britiſh nation, is the hearty 
« defire and unteigned prayer of the under- 
a | 
« who begs leave to ſubſcribe himſelf, 
cc My Lord „ 


Sept. 16. © a profound admirer 
1741. e of Your Lordſhip's 
| Humanity and Learning, &c. 


HERE, Gentlemen, I am again to call up- 
on you, for your opinion, as perſons of al- 
lowed penetration and judgment.----W hat ſay 
you to theſe things? Have I conſulted your 
principles, and my own conſcience in this affair, 
or have I not ?----Yes, you ſee I have; your 
darling principle: J have not forgot to ſignify 


my regard for B; A T ISM by immer/ion ; that 


dne poſitive inſtitution, which is almoſt 7h! 
5 ; | criterio 


i 


1231 
criterion of a Chriſtian with you -Why then 
do you traduce me at this rate? Why is the 
worſt word we have in our language too good for 

me Sure you will be aſhamed to call me 
an apoſtate for the future But, why do I in- 
jure you by ſuch a fuppoſition ?---—-It is the 
glory of the particular baptiſt board to be 
aſhamed of nothing. You bravely puſh for- 
ward, Gentlemen, forcing your way thro' 
thick and thin, falſhood or truth, to carry your 
own cauſe, and ſecure your little credit, with 
the people. | | % 
WovutD you inſinuate, that I conclude 00 
faſt, and ſupport that by ſaying: No, the late 
Lord Chancellor did not encourage you enough ; 
. fixty pounds a year was too little to buy you over to 
The Church ?-----Well, ſuppoſing it ſo: What 
bufineſs is it of yours? Why ſhould it difturb 
you ?----Such a ſuggeſtion, tho' in reality a 
compliment to me, comes with à very bad grace 
from the members of this board : Becauſe you 
muſt needs know, if you are not quite loſt to 
your ſelves, that you have no terms of this 
kind to make with The Eftabliſbment; that 
you muſt be contented to ſtay where you are, 
or return to your particular callings, which I 
am ſure you dread more, than*I. ſhould, be- 
coming a mechanic.----But how if all this 
ſhould prove of a piece with the reſt ? That 
8 to fay, be intirely falſe and malitious. 
Iknow it to be ſo; not only becauſe no ſuch 
thing was ever offered, neither more nor. leſs; 
| but becauſe I never had be COTE 
HIT « 0 
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ef any ſuch matter, much leſs to make it a 
condition of my conformity-===-So far from all 

this, that I call God to witneſs: (for I dread the 
thoughts of ſtanding at your bar) that I was 
never ambitious of any thing, in this way, but 
bread for my family. I could, at this time, 
have relinquiſhed, what certainly was in itſelf, 

a comfortable, handſome maintenance; and have 

contentedly baniſbed my ſelf into the remoteft 
corner of the nation. I was no way follicitous 
either as to what might be allowed me, or the 
place I might be ſent to: For having a ſubſiſtence 
only, à bare competency, the farther J might 
be removed from this city, the better would it 
have ſuited my diſpoſition; becauſe moſt likely 
to have anſwered my principal end, which was 
no other, than doing what ſervice 1 could, in 
preaching, to the beſt of my knowledge, the 
doctrines of The Goſpel. 

Now, Gentlemen, pleaſe to put this tage 
ther, and be as ſevere, in commenting upon it, 
as you can for your lives.-----You will find, 1 
believe, that you muſt ſrain very hard to make 
it ſpeak. your language with the A But 
1 grade Win | | 


An account of my | 
TEMPER and BEH AVIOUR. 
under this providence. 


 Tavs, Gentlemen, having made it appear, 

from the particulars above, that the meaſures I 

took, in both caſes, were rather the effetis of 
weakng d and A MEa than the reſult of any 
co vetous 


WT 


of your ſagacity and penetration to tun thro? 
the immediate Conſequences of ſuch meaſures, 
and ſettle, at once, in their genuine; ine bl 
iſue. You will preſently obſerve,” That! 75% 


vered for the mind to /ook imburd upon itſelf} 
ſidering, at leaſt, how they were firſt taken up, 


equally impoſſible, they ſhould be continued, 


tion or eagerneſs. 1 aſſure you, Gentlemen 
this was my caſe: I did thoſe things in 22 
which, to make uſe of the common ſaying, 1 


in the procedures themſelves, I could rot ah 
| myſelf in the finful liberty of trifling with o- 


| ſcience. Wherefore my fir/t and principal con- 
| cert, almoſt immediately after having entered 
bon theſe meaſures, Was, how I ſhould 
extricate myſelf, and ſecure 4 retreat, which 
might neither expojſe myſelf, nor threaten the 
| baptiſt intereſt, The former, I plainly ſaw, 


affure-you, as ſittle conſcience as you are willi ng 


| high” on your fide, that I thought there wag 


will 0 


_ — — 
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covetous Prince Me , of defigns for feeular inte 
reſt ; it will be no difficult matter for perſons. 


beat of. natural temper being Ade time feeo- 


and bring matters to the teſt of judgment, as * 
was impoſſible either of theſe procedutes, con 


ſhould meet with approbation from a conſbiences * 
in any degree ſenfible; ſo likewiſe, that it was 


for any length of time, with the leſt Nee 
| repented at leifure. For as my beart Was not 


thers, and making port with my own con- 


Oy involve the latter : And therefore, I can 
to allow me, my affections at that time ran ſo 


no N 99 which I could not 
D 
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wallingly ſubmit to, rather than become @ pre. 
Judice or ſcandal to that intereſt, which I 6 


- A few. examples will ſet the whole of this 
affair in a clear light; and therefore to begin 
with The Quakers: © 
.. AFTER having made known my deſign, 
firſt, 'to one gentleman only of that denomi- 
nation, and, .afterwards, to ſeveral in compa- 
ny; they were pleaſed to fix upon a time to 
give me another meeting, . when they deſigned, 
as I underſtood it, to have entered upon the 
. particular confideration of my caſe, and have 
come to ſomething determinate about it---Did 
I obſerve the time, or give them this meeting? 
No: I remember, I had juſt then an affair 
on my hands, which did, in a meaſure, inter- 
fere with it; yet nothing but what might have 
been poſtponed, had I been really willing to 
have brought matters to an iſſue, or have made 
en immediate ſettlement with that body. 
Tov will be inquiſitive enough, I ſuppoſe, 
to ask, What did you afterwards ?----Thiz, 
you may be ſure, was a conſiderable damp in 
the caſe: However, I waited upon one ot 
© the gentlemen two or three times after this; 
being willing not only to excuſe my abſence 
at the time referred to, which I did; but, it 
poſlible, to diſingage my ſelf from all futur: 
_ Purſuits; tho, I muſt own, I knew not hoy 
to go about it.----My indiſference by this time, 
I verily believe, was too manifeſt, not to be 


ſuſpected by theſe gentlemen ; fo that wit 


13 — 
— — — 


| with no other meeting being appoi 


FF © 
ted, and 


s * 


my backwardneſs in preſſing any f ng, 
month upon month elapſed, till at laſt,” 
from a thorough diſſatisfaction in my mind, 


I intirely dropt the affair. Tho I muſt con- 


feſs, in ſuch a way, as has given me no ſmall 
pain upon reflection; having ſo far neglected 
the returns of common civility, as neither to 
wait upon them with an excuſe in perſon, nor 
take the leſt notice of what I deſigned by 
writing. For which I now heartily ask their 
pardon in this public manner*®. ; 
Bur I need not ſuſpend the Evidence of 
my concern for theſe precipitant ſteps on my 
own private teſtimony. The Revi. Mr. Brine, 
one of your own members, is a witneſs for me 
here. He was at this time my particular ac- 
quaintance, and one, whom I thought, I might 
ſafely intruſt with my boſom. ſecrets, --=- It 
happened, as we were once together about this 


time, that he obſerved a more than ordinary 


preſſure on my mind. He made no ſcruple of 
faying: That he was ſure their was ſomething 
which touched me in a very ſenſible manner.” 
He preſſed me to tell him what was the mat- 
ter. I did. Upon which, expreſſing his con- 
cern for me, he was pleaſed to ſay, with that 
freedom which was common between us, 
WP D 2 n 
* I cannot inirely acquit my fel, I apprehend, on this head, 
without obſerving, as; N am obli to W e 5 
having kept this affair a ſecret with ves ; of which I have 
this undoubted evidence, That both caſes came out together, and 
neither of them till I fell under the reſentment of the board, 


28 
4,-Prithee, N put an end to it.“ In iy 
manner before recited, and ſuch as I am fin. 
e 1 ood nag 
As to the diſpoſition of my mind in the o. 
ther caſe, I mean reſpecting my attempt of 
conformity to The Church of - England, the 
ſame reverend member is again my. witneſs; 
nor are all of you ignorant of what he openly 
ſaid on this head.----I remember it was only 
the laſt time that I injoyed his campany, to- 
gether with two. more of this board,: that he 
was pleaſed to declare, he ſhould never forget 
the concern I was under, and the indignation | 
expreſſed at my felf on this account, when 
taking a turn together in the fields. You will 
recollect no doubt, thoſe of you who heard 
him (tho', I profeſs, it had ſlipt me till that 
gentleman mentioned it himſelf) that he ſig- 
nified, How I broke out on a ſudden, in ſuch 
a manner as ſurpriſed him, by. faying : Ian 
ure the moſt ungrateful, rebellious creature in 
the world. He then farther declared, not 
only that I ſtartled him, but that he could 
neither imagine what I referred to, nor what 
I was going to relate----What was the occa- 
| fion of this pathos, this ſenſible diſtreſs and 
anguiſh ?----Mr. Brine can acquaint you with 
the. ſpring of it; and, if he will do me that 
juſtice, knows it is to be placed to thoſe irre- 
gularitiet, which I charged upon my ſelf from 
the procedure laſt mentioned, or from both 
al them united, : (> borduoumnt 
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3 AGAIN, The Reverend Mr. Jobn Townſend, 


another member of this board, 28 well as your 


ſecretary at The Fund, is no ſtranger to my 
temper and diſpoſition reſpecting theſe things. 

He was the other perſon, whom I was ſo in- 
timate with, as to let into theſe important /e- 
. ö ' rod wars hen 
Tn Ar gentleman and my ſelf have can- 
vaſſed the whole affair, in S0 caſes, once 
and again ; and therefore he is a very proper 
perſon for you to examine on the ſubject.----- 
Be ſo good as to ask him, what it was that 
paſſed between us in my garden, not long be- 
fore my going to Paris. However, leaſt he 
ſhould — forgotten it, or, rather, leaſt he 
ſhould be diſpoſed to deny it (being got into 
that way, I underſtand, here lately) ſuffer 
me to give you a general account of that in- 
terview my ſelf, ---- Mr. Townſend, being ac- 


quainted with zhe,2ohole ſeries of my affairs, and 


knowing what influence it had upon my mind, 
was pleaſed to deliver himſelf in words to this 
effect: Have none of the members at De- 
% vonſhire Square obſerved any particular un- 
«* calineſs, or weight upon your mind?” My 
anſwer was: I do not know that they have; 


| gt leaſt, no notice has been taken of it to 5 


* me”. © But, ſays he, ſuppoſing they ſhould 
* obſerve it, and enter into cloſe converſation 
* with you, and expreſs themſelves after ſome 
* ſuch manner as this: We are afraid, bro- 
* ther Rudd, that there is ſomething more than 
** ordinary affect you: Do you think, con- 

er OR, te tinued 


1 
t tinued he, it would have any ſuch influence 
_ « with you, as to cauſe you to alter your 
« reſolution about going abroad” ? I remem- 
ber my anſwer was to this effect: There is 
« nothing, I know of, ſo likely to do it, as / 
„ that“. -And 1 may venture to affirm, that 
had they took this method, I never ſhould 
have gone. For my principal trouble, at laſt, 
was intirely reſolved into theſe matters. TI had, 
in a great meaſure, loft the reſentment I had 
taken up by reaſon of former neglectis; that 
was well nigh buried under a conſciouſneſs of 
my own weakneſs and irregularity : So that, 
at this time, my concern chiefly aroſe from the 
attempts I had been making to deſert the bap- 
tiſt intereſt.----I am very well aſſured, I could 
not only have been eaſy in my own mind; but 
have thrown afide all thoughts of going abroad, 
had this unhappy ſecret, which burnt like an 
inward fire upon my ſpirits, been diſcloſed, 
But then, I thought, as the marks of my con- 
cern were ſo very apparent, that the leſt thing 
to be expected from the heads of that commu- 
nity, even in point of —_— compaſſion and 
fenderneſs, was, to have found out the means 
for it, or have introduced a converſation for 
that purpoſe. For tho' I ſhould have been 
ready to have come to the moſt open confeſſion | 
in theſe points, had they uſed me, at all, in 
à brotherly way; yet I could fee no reaſon why 
1 ſhould directly expoſe my ſelf, or become my 


own accuſer, £ 
Bur 


— — 
— — 
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have you forgot my 5 city and weakneſs at 
that time? Do none © 


ofthe day by prayer ? But that my heart 
_ fo full, my ſpirits þ overwhelmed, that 1 was 
_ obliged to break off in the very introduction — 


* 


9 
83 
1 ' 
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Bur yet farther, my concern for theſe. ir- 


regular ſteps was even more public than all 
this---Let me fee, Gentlemen, how many of 


you. were preſent. at my brother's ordination, 
in Broad Street, Wappin ?---I do not know 
whether any of the paſtors were abſent except 


Mell. Wilſon and Giffard. However, I can 


= 
. 


be poſitive: moſt of you were there Well, 


you remember that I 


wes Ce eee 


This incident you were witneſſes to yaur ſelves. 
And what, think you, was the oceaſion of 


this unexpected interruption ; theſe marks of 


diſtreſs, which were too viſible, to be hid from 


te auditory? 1 know the conſtruction, which 


ſome who were enemies to that little, deſpiſed 
people, put upon it, at that time. But thoſe 


things are below my regard. The true reaſon 
of what then happened was, I aver, no other 


than this : That I was at that time in the 
midſt of my purſuits, not knowing how ſoon 
I ſhould appear in a very different place, and 


after a very different manner; I mean in The 


 Eftabliſhed Church. And it cut me to the heart 


to reflect upon the difficulties that miniſters, 
in our denomination particularly, have to en- 
counter, and the temptations to which they are 
unavoidably expoſed, in the diſcharge of their 


work: But moſt-of all, that I was going to 
4 8 | | of go 5 N | pray 
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[ 32 ] 
pray for ſucceſs upon my brother in that inte. 
bs kit oy 4. mat time, was pre- 
r 
Nay over and above all this: What was it, 
Gentlemen, that turned up between you and 
me, all the heads of this board and myſelf, in 
a converſation at The Fountain Tavern, at 
Stocks Market, the very week, if I miſtake 
not, that J fate out for Paris? ----Your me. 
mories, I fuppoſe, are very treacherous; and yet 
one would wonder how they ſhould too, fo 
very tender and affectionate as you then were. 
O, what regard did you expreſs for my perſon? 
What concern, that I was not to be prevailed 
on to continue in England?. Can you recollect 
any of theſe things? Were you not pleaſed 
to ſay: © That you were ata loſs to account for 
my reſolution, or obſtinacy in this particu- 
< lar? And that you could not imagine what 
* reaſons I could have to ſatisfy my ſelf in it. 
Again: « Did you not conjure me to make 
«« you eaſy upon the head; and preſs me with 
ce all the vehemence of words, to be free with 
t you about it?”-—- And what was the account 
which I then gave of my ſelf?----Hard terms, 
that I muſt be obliged to expoſe all my infr- 
mities !-----Did not I fay to you on this occa- 
fion, and that with tears in my eyes (ſo very 
fooliſh indeed was I) © ThatT had been fo far 
ce under the power of unbelief, at times, as to 
ce think I ought to lay down the miniſtry; 
« that J looked upon my ſelf as unworthy of 
« that office; that I was afraid of becoming 

1 =_ 1 24 


1 | 
« a reproach to it ; and, by reaſon of ſome 
« ſteps.in my paſt conduct, that I could not 
« recover my ſpirits, or go on ſo comfortably, 
« for the preſent, as I could wiſh ; that, never- 
« theleſs, I deſigned to return, and hoped it 
«would be with more ſatisfaction to myſelf, 
« and uſefulneſs to. others” Remember, 
| Gentlemen, that theſe are incidents which turn- 

ed up among your ſelves. - te On 2 
Io what has been now ſaid, give me leave, 
Gentlemen, to ſubjoin, That I made he ſame 
acknowledgments, repeated the ſame declarations, 
(nay was rather more expreſs on theſe heads) 
to four or five of the brethren ¶Æ Devonſhire 
Square, who were meſſengers to me after my 
return from Paris. They importuned me to 
« let them know, for the ſatsfaction of the 
% community, what was he particular reaſon, 
« that determined mein going abroad.” When 
I told them (reſerving farther exphcations to 
myſelf) „That the reaſon, in the main, 
% was no Other than that I had been under 
« ſtrong inclinations of leaving the baptiſt in- 
« tereſt, and of ſettling elſewhere.” And 
farther, with reſpect to my deſign in it, That 
I made that four, in hopes it would not only 
« diſengage me from every temptation of that 
| © Kind, but tend to ſettle my mind, and re- 

* turn me to public ſervice with greater reſolu- 
| © tion and uſefulneſs.” Now can you ima- 
gine, Gentlemen, or, indeed, any body in the 
| world of common ſenſe, that I either cou/d, or 
would have expreſſed myſelf in this manner; 
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[ 34 ] 
but that I was at the ſame time concerned for 
my paſt procedures, and heartily willing to 
abide by the particular baptiſts ? 
I one word, Gentlemen, will nothing ſa- 
tisfy you on this head, unleſs I lay open my 
very boſom, and make you acquainted with 
my private acts of devotion ?. Muſt I diſcloſe 
the receſſes of my heart to you, and lead you 
into he ſecrets of my cloſet ?----What unbe- 
lieving, what unreaſonable creatures are you!--- 
Since it muſt be fo, I ſubmit to it; tho' no 
other occaſion ſhould ever have wreſted the 
account from me I ſpent one whole 
« day, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 1 
“ could, in reading [chiefly The Bible] fafting, 
ce and prayer to The Lord; begging direction 
e from him under theſe bewildered cireum- 
e ſtances, and reſolving, in his ſtrength, to 
* act as convictions might open, and ] might 
* ſee moſt reaſon to determine in the cloſe 
ce of the ſervice*.----Well, what was The e 
ent? You have it before you : I put an end 
to the whole affair, In what manner I leſt 
The Quakers, I have told you before; and 
now 1 waited upon The Lord, Chancelhr, 
* And deſired his Logdſhip would give me 
leave to recede from” all former pretenſions. 
Upon this likewiſe I took up a jirm reſolution 
of going abroad for ſome few months, as N 
| l 


* Mr. Brine cannot but remember ſomething of this matter, 
happening to come that very day to my houſe, and being tag, 
That I was, indeed, in my ſtudy, but not to be ſpoken with. 
For I had given poſitive orders to the contrary. 


[33] 


moſt likely expedient to recover myſelf from 


the preſent incumbrance, and regain a perfect 
compoſure of mind.*----So that notwithſtand- 


ing, either thro the falſe, or ambiguous lights, 


in which ſome have repreſented things, I have 


been greatly blamed among the churches for 


going to Paris, and leaving my charge, for 
that interval, at Devonſhire Square 3 as I did 
not attempt it, at firſt, without conſulting the 
heads of that community, and obtaining at one 


time, to ſay the leaſt, their /eemng concur- 


rence I can declare, I undertook and purſued 


that journey not only with the moſt generous 
regards to the baptiſt intereſt, in general; but 


with the moſt rigbteous intentions for the ſer- 


vice of that congregation, in particular f. 


And I take this opportunity of ſaying, That 
5 . what 


* To make the account of this matter complete, it muſt be 
obſerved, That beſide the reaſon for my going abroad, juſt now 
mentioned, which was indeed he prevailing or grand reaſon to 
myſelf, there were likewiſe-#vo more: The one, That I might 


eaſe the congregation at Devonſbire Square in reſpect of eæpence; 


ſome of the principal members having complained, That things 
ould not do, and That they could not hold it. This was the rea- 
fon which I urged with them; and therefore propoſed an abate- 
ment in my ſalary of twenty pounds per annum, after my return. 
The other reaſon was, That in caſe the attempts J had made for 
leaving them ſhould &rea# out, and they ſhould 12%, as it was 
very likely they would, upon fubmiſions, which I might think 
neither becoming nor reaſonable, J might have it in my power to 
withdraw from public ſervice, with leſs inconvenience to myſelf, 
and detriment to my family. | 


. This, I apprehend, will be readily allowed me, from what 


has been already faid on the ſubject.— The only thing, which 


remains to be cleared up in this hiftory, is, my leaving Devon- 


Hire Square after my return. Now this was occaſioned as fol- 


lows; 
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what gave me the quickeſt reſentment or pain 
in throwing up at Devonſhire Square was, That 
Nee rows I was 


lows : Notwithſtanding, partly by my making the head; of the 
congregation acquainted with my deſign, and having their coun. 
tenance, however at firſt, for the execution of it, and partly by 
| what I offered in defence of myſelf on this head, in their laſt 
= church meeting before my going abroad, where the matter was 
debated for an hour together, they cou'd lay nothing criminal to 
my charge, nor enter any accuſation againſt me; but broke up, 
agreeing to leave things as they were, till it ſhould pleaſe God to 
return me; I ſay, theſe things notwithitanding, ſome few ef the 
principal members (for ane or te, who were more conſiderate, 
either went acbay, or proteſted againſt their procedures) taking the 
advantage of my 'ab/ence, managed things ſo dextrouſly, as to 
get a vote paſſed to. /u/pend me from my ſalam, and with that 
from my office, till ſuch time as I ſhould give the church /at::- 
faction; which ſatigfaction, truly, as they had ſettled it, was to 
be nothing leſs, than an open acknowledgment, that I had been 
guilty of evil conduct in going abroad, as they would have it, 
without the conſent, and therefore againſt zhe authority of the 
church------Now I ſubmit it to any impartial, diſintereſted perſon, 
Whether, in ſhort, I could, with a ſafe conſcience, come into 
any fuch acknowledgment ; confidering not only the feps I had 
taken with the principal brethren before my ſetting out; but like. 
wiſe, what my circamflances were; the grand deſign of this tour, 
and the neceſſity of that, or ſomething like it, to make me con- 
Fortable in their ſervice. ------- Befides, let it be alſo conſidered, 
That if nothing but ſarigfactian would do, for my going, and 
they wanted that which was rea! and genuine upon acknowledy- 
ments from my own mouth, no body could ever have attempted - 
it in a method more inproper and exceptionable, than what they 
were now taking. The demand was wholly arbitrary, and there- 
fore not only an impoſition upon me, but, in fact, an abu/e upon 
themſelves ; becauſe it was fereſtalling my conſcience, and tempting 
me to comply with their weakneſs. For had I fell in with their 
meaſures,” or ated upon their vote, how could it have been 
known, whether any acknowledgments, under ſuch a circum- 
ſtance, were the real produce of my heart, or the mere effect of 
aworldly defiens ? Wherefore, as a means both to deliver my 
from every temptation on the ſide of /e/f intereſt, and to cut off 
all occaſion for after impatations of that ſort from abroad. Per 


4 
I was obliged to relinquiſh their ſervice, juſt at 
the time, when I had reaſon to beheve, I was 
duely qualified for them. 

I think, Gentlemen, there is but one thing 
more which I have to obſerve to you, before I 
l cloſe 


ſiſted upon having that vote previouſly cancelled ; aſſuring them, 
if that was done, and thereby things put upon the ſame foot 


_  evbere Theft them, that I was ready to give them all the /atis- 


faction which was in my power.----This they refuſed; which, we 
may obſerve, was ſo much the more extraordinary, not only 


becauſe the vote itſelf was contrary to their obligations to me upon 


going abroad, and was obtained, by a ſort of juno, as I may 
call it, when I was not upon the ſpot to ſpeak for myſelf; but 


likewiſe becauſe, one would have thought, ſuppoſing only that 
_ the meſſengers were faithful in their report, that they ſhould have 


been prepared to have made things eaß, and have embraced me 


as one recovered to them in a very providential manner. But 


there being nothing of this, and finding, on the contrary, either 
that they were wholly inſen/ible of the frailties of human nature, 
or that they would not make any allowance for them; that they 
were reſolved nat to leave me to the liberty of my conſcience, nor 


| honour me with the common credit of an honeft man; but, inſtead 


of this, were determined to force me, in a mean, ſervile way, or 
not at all, to give them what they called ſatigfaction (tho, I 
think verily , they ought, in great meaſure, to have had it before 


from their meſſengers) I choſe, as the moſt peaceable way, both 


for myſelf and the community, to put an end to the diſpute by 
deſiring a diſniſſion; upon which one of their officers, as a ſpecimen 
of ſingular zenderne/s and affection, was pleated to ſay, not for 
himſelf only, but in the name of the reſt, thoſe of the private 
Faction, at leaſt : We are glad you give us no more trouble; We 
were afraid, we ſhould not have got rid of you ſo eaſily. From 
whence we may pretty well conclude, what was the principal 
reaſon, why they would not conſent to ſet afide that vote; 
namely becauſe they knew, had they made me eaſy on that 
ſeore, or removed that fngle objection, I certainly had ſuch 
things to have offered, as would have conciliated the minds of 


the general body: But ſome of the heads, being implacable, were 


reſolved not only never to be ſatisfied themſelves ; but to give 
me zo feir opportanity of ſatisfying the congregation. 
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[ 38 ] 
cloſe this branch of the ſubject, namely: That 
you are to remember, that tho' I was ſo wicked 
(to ſpeak in your way) as to attempt going over 
to The Quakers, and conforming to The Church 
of England; yet that I was alſo fo hone? and 
conſcientious, as to put an iſſue to theſe meaſures 
myſelf. Let us take things together, in their 
whole compaſs and extent; becauſe, you know, 
it many times happens, that while one part of 
a man's couduct ſeems to threaten his religious 
principles, another part, by bearing @ contrary 
ape, cancels that charge, and ſpeaks in his 
favour. 

AND now, Gentlemen, putting the amount 
| of theſe obſervations together, and reviewing 
«| - theſe various inſtances of ray ſpirit and beha- 
6 viour, while involved in the manner above; 

inſtances, many of them however, which you 

have been eye and ear witneſſes to your ſelves: 

J perſuade myſelf you will readily perceive, 

with how much juſtice and honeſty you repre- 

ſent me to the world, when you are pleaſe to 
call me @ man of no principle, a mercenary tool 

(for that is the meaning of your words) and ar 

apoſtate.- challenge any of you to ſay, how it 

was poſſible for me, either to manifeſt a deeper 
concern for paſt inſtances of znhappy condud, 
or give you more convincing proofs, that my 
faith, or religious ſentiments continued intire. 

My next obligations, Gentlemen, in order 

to clear up this argument, and diſcover zh 


foundation 


2 
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fundation of your charge, lead me to exa- | 


TRE SPIRIT and cov DVC of this BOARD, 
as they relate to the preſent tranſactions. 


Now in onder to this ſuffer me, Gentle- 
men, to begin by aſking you ſome gueſtzons. 


THE FIRST QUESTION. 

I. Here then I would inquire, in the firſt 
place, if you pleaſe, Gentlemen, Whether 
you can in your retired, devotional hours, 
when you make the zeare/? approaches to the 
throne of grace, avow what is aſſerted in your 
preſent charge, to have been the ſole, or even 
the grand cauſe, of your treating me, as you 
have done? Dare you take this liberty with 
your ſelves in The Divine Preſence, and, by an 
appeal to him, who is the ſearcher of all hearts, 
ſolemnly declare, That the true reaſon of your 
treating me as an heretic, and teaching the 
people to conceive of me as an apoſtate, was, 
not ſo much that J had received and maintained 
the unitarian ſyſtem, as your being fatisfied 
upon good grounds, that I was a man of 10 
8 nciple, no religion or conſcience? No, tho 
I ſhould be loth to promiſe for your incli- 
nation, yet, I believe, you are ſcarcely: fo de- 
ſperate as this, neither----You could not do it; 
not only becauſe you are ſenſible The Divine 
Being can ſee thro' every diſguiſe, and _ 
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fore is not to be 7mpoſed upon like our felloj 
creatures; but becauſe you are conſcious of 
too many proofs to the contrary, which would 
all ſtare you in the face, and detect you of 
forgery in the very act. For inſtance, 

I. FIRST of all, What can be more contra- 
Aictory to ſuch an appeal than the ſeveral marks 
of my fincerity, before related in this letter, 
moſt of which, as hath been obſerved, you 
were either /eparately, or conjointly witneſſes 
to your ſelves ?--------And I dare challenge 
Meſſ. Gill, Brine, and Jobn Townſend, with 
whom I moſt frequently converſed, and who 
were then beſt acquainted with me, in every 
pom of life, to ert any ſuch thing; 

mean, that they ever did, nay, in ſhort, 
that they do, at this day, believe me, in their 
hearts, to be a man of this character. I can 
be poſitive for myſelf, if any expreſſions of 
this kind ever did drop from their lips, that 
they acted in oppoſition to all the convictions of 
their own minds. Again, ; 

2. Tho theſe things, according to Meſſ. Gill 
and Brine, were known to the late Mr. Arnold, 
and were jr} divulged by Mr. Samuel Wilſon; 
yet nothing of this was known to you 46 0 
board, till after my ejection. It was no ar- 
 ticle of tmpeachment againſt me, when you 
were pleaſed to fit as judges of my orthodoxy. 


It was never entered as a reaſon to inforce, ot 
even countenance your procedures againſt me 


at that time. Make the moſt of it, it ay 
however, in the breaſt of ſome few among 
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ou, and therefore not being known by the gene- 
ral body, till ter my expulſion, it was ſo far 
from being the only or principal cauſe. of it, 
that it could not, in ſhort, have any ſhare, in the 
matter, any, the leſt influence upon it. Farther : 
z. LET it be conſidered, how this agrees 
with what has been ſaid to me by ſome of 
your own members, particularly Meſſ. Gill and 
Brine, upon the occafſion---I had complained 
to them of being caſt out in this manner, for 
a fingle doctrinal principle: © Why, ſaid they, 
« It is no more than what is common; no 
« more than what we are obliged to by our 
« conſtitution. We ſeparated, continued they, 
« from the general baptiſt miniſters upon this 
« very foot.” -----Now let this be obſerved: 
If you proceded upon this fingle principle, or 
| ejected me, for the ſame reaſon, upon which 
| you declined correſpondence with the other 
baptiſt miniſters, where is he truth of this 
part of the charge, when you aſſert, that it 
was becauſe you had good ground to conclude, 
8 was a man of no religion or conſcience? And 
en, „ 
4. LAS TL, conſider likewiſe how this tal- 
| lies with your own ſentence, when you ejected 
me. That ſentence is abſolutely confined to 
| my alteration of judgment. You reſolved, Ne- 
mine Contradicente, That I ſhould no longer 
fit with you as a member of this board, becauſe. 
[1 had declared, that the trinitarian ſcheme was 
a matter of human invention, and conſiſted of 
words and phraſes which were not to be found 
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tion, at all, made of it till here lately: Where. 


ner I complain of. 
| you, Is it not very ſurpriſing, that you can al. 


very face of The Divine Being bimſelf?.— Do 


ny to yourſelves, and juſtice to me, cancelled? 


[ 42 3 
in The Bible So that we hear not a word of 
the preſent reaſon for this expulſion ; no men- 


- 


as it migbt not only have been eaſily menti. 
oned at firſt, but indeed owght, had it been 
any part of your deliberations at that time, or 
the grand cauſe of your treating me in the man- 


Now, Gentlemen, ſuffer me, before I pro- 
cede, to give you à general view of your con- 
duct in this particular----And to be free with 


w your ſelves 70 prevaricate thus with the 
world; to trifle with your own conſciences; and, 
by making theſe inroads upon truth, fly in the 


not you know, that as you bear the character 
of miniſters, ſo that every thing, which comes 
from you, is looked upon as ſacred, as ftrifth, 
and inviolably true; and that for this very rea- 
fon, becauſe you are pleaſed to aſſert it? Hoy 
then can you excuſe your ſelves, or expect forgive 
neſs with mankind, when you are endeavouring 
to impoſe upon us at this rate? What then have 
thoſe without doors no right to receive the truth 
at your hands? Or am] ſuch an Heretic, and you 
ſuch archcatholics, that you are not to preſeri! 
the truth with me? Are all obligations of Hon. 


Tell us, pray, Whence it is that you pretend 
to @ diſpenſation for theſe things ?----Look to 
it, Gentlemen, I am ſtrangely out, or a bebavi. 
our of this fort will neither always NO 
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itſelf to you, nor always ſit eaſy on your minds. 
But not to enlarge here: Let it be granted 
for once, that you really believed me to be this 
' WH #erfon, this mercenary, abandoned, apgſtate crea- 
mere, you ſpeak of; and that you id, at laſt, 
eject me for that very reaſon, upon that very 
account. Here then | 


THE SECOND QUESTION 
will be, 

II. Pray, Gentlemen, where was your con- 
ſcience and faithfulneſs, firſt, in admitting me, 
and then in retaining me ſo long a member with 
you, after my return from Pars ?----As much 
as my covetouſneſs and apoſtacy are now ſaid to 
diſturb you, there were no ſigns of it, till I had 
declared myſelf an unitarian. Before this I 
was not only @ proper perſon to fit with the 
reverend members of this board (notwithſtand- 
ing my having left Devonſhire. Square) but one 
whom you could very well approve of for be- 
lag the paſtor of a church in communion with 
| you, This is notorious, and therefore a fat 
contradiction to your preſent pretences. Had 
you really thought me the perſon, you would 
now make me paſs for in the world, the leſt 
degree of that zeal, which you maintain for 
your own ſoczety, to have kept that pure and 
untainted, would have ingaged you to have ex- 
pelled me, Jong before you did. And then that 
| faithfulneſs, which you owe the churches in 
| general, would likewiſe have obliged you to 
have entered your remonſtrances againſt my 

** _ 
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being choſen at Maze's Pond. But, alas! all 
theſe things could ſleep: I was not a perſon ſo 
mercenary and corrupt, but this board could 
both retain me as a member, and countenance 
me as @ miniſter, till fuch time as I declared 
myſelf of principles, which infringed on their 
darling hypotheſis. 


THE THIRD QUESTION. 


III. Acain, Gentlemen, If you expelled 
me, becauſe I was a man of 10 principle or con- 
ference, pray, what was the reaſon that you 
treated my brother, Mr. Fobn Rudd, in the 
fame way? What did you expel him for ?---- 
I hope, you did not ſuppoſe it could be juſt, 


to make him anſwerable for my faults? He. q 


had no hand in my going over to The Quakers, 
nor in my conformity to The Church of Ery- 
land. Good now then, what was His crime? 
----That he had all along been fanch to his 
principles, and inflexible in the profeſſion of 
them, you all knew. What account then do 
you give for your ſelves in this part of your 
conduct ?---- O ! You expelled me, becauſe ! 
was a man of no conſcience ; but my brother, 
becauſe he appeared to have foo much : I was 
too great @ libertine in principle; but my bro- 
ther too rigid, too obſtinately juſt. -A pretty 
piece of conſiſtency, indeed ! A notable proof 
of the ſpirit with which this board act in 
their excommunications 
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THE FOURTH QUESTION. 


AW Ir what you now ſuggeſt as to Zhe 
reaſon or cauſe of my expulſion be true, How 


came it about, Gentlemen, that you ſuppreſſed 


it from the public, or ſuffered it to lie dormant 
ſo long? * Why did not you bring out 2518 
reaſon in all its aggravated circumſtances be- 
fore? No, not à ſyllable of this was heard 
till fince the publication of my /econd letter 
to the board. How very /zely then is what 
you pretend? How charitable and righteous 
what you aſſert? Particularly ſo far as Meſſ. 
Gill, Brine and Dew are concerned in the 
preſent reports; becauſe they have had the 
lateſt and largeſt proofs of my fincerity, even 
juſt before my ſending you the firſt letter 
from the preſs. For beſides what Mr. Brine 
particularly knew of my temper and conduct 
in both applications from the beginning ; in 


the converſation, with theſe ſeveral members, 


now referred to, I not only laid @ copy of the 
letter 


As to the applications themſelves, Meſſ. Gill and Brine, I 
am told, truly, have been blamed for not divulging them 
ſooner. But, alas! the anſwer to that is very obwious ; I can 
eafily bring them off here.------ Having had ſo many proofs of 
my great value for themſelves, of my /incere regard to the 
doctrines of the goſpel, and of my concern ( the latter, how- 


ever) for the meaſures J had been taking; it was impoſſible 


they ſhould deſcend to any ſuch work, till they were grown 
indifferent to all obligations moral and Chriſtian, or till they 
had brought themſelves to diſpenſe with all the laws of huma- 
my and friendſhip. Then, indeed, they were prepared for any 


7 thing ; out it muſt come : But had they brought the whole truth, 


no quarrel had inſued; I ſhould readily have forgiven all the 
myury they could have done me, by ſuch à diſcovery. 


T0 
letter to the late Lord Chancellor before them; 
but acquainted them with te ſeveral cir. 
cumſtances of my behaviour herein before men- 
tioned, and cloſed with faying, „That, all 
« theſe things conſidered, I could not but 
think I had been hardly dealt by :” Upon 
which, Mr. Gill, by way of excuſe for him- 
ſelf, was pleaſed to return: * But this was 
„ more than I knew; or words to that pur- 
pole. Well, but neither Mr. Gill, nor thoſe 
in company with him, not to fay what other 
members of this board, could plead zgnorance 
in theſe things after they did know them. And 
= yet, behold ! after this, even ſo lately as ſince 
= the publication of my ſecond letter, have you 
G revived theſe reports, ſpread them with doubl: 

vebemence, put matters in the moſt aggravated 
light, heigh tened with the additional, dread- 
Ful name of an apoſtate: And, at laſt, faſtened 
upon the whole, in the groſs of it, as @ very) 
Plaufible, and therefore very fortunate reaſon, 
not only for treating me, at this day, with 
contempt, and anſwering my remonſtrances to 
you with fence ; but, (would one believe it! 
for expelling me as an heretic a very little 
242K of a year and an half ſince. How you 

flibly make theſe meaſures conſiſt, or 
hope they will ſuccede Jong with the publick, 
IT cannot imagine. 
_ Wear I ſhall next ſubmit to your peru 
will be ſome _ 
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| MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS | 
relating to this ſubject; And 


I. I cannot but obſerve, Gentlemen, that 
it falls out not altogether ſo happily for you, 
particularly when you charge me with taking 
up my ſentiments as an unitarian from mer- 
cenary views, or under the influence. of large 
ers from Mrs. Ginn, That it is very well 
known, I was actually of this ſentiment, in 
the main of it, before my going abroad. Of 
this not only my brother, but Mr. John Town-' 
ſend are witneſſes. The opportunity they had 
for it was this: We were all one afternoon, 
making a tour about Hackney; and as we were 
willing to improve the time in the beſt man- 
ner we could, agreed to diſcourſe on ſome' 
topic of controverſial divinity. The firſt argu- 
ment that we undertook, was, what is com- 
monly-called The Praeex:/tence of the human 
foal or ſpirit of our Lord. And after we had 
diſmiſſed that, profeſſedly entered upon The 

Doctrine of The Trinity; in the iſſue of which, 
I remember I expreſſed myſelf in theſe: words: 
Well, if I ſhould live to return from Paris, T 
Pall be A Sabellian [or unitarian] ding dong.“ 
—— This was a converſation in which 
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k, Mr. 

| 'I need not make any apology for this: common, and, 2s it 

fa would ſeem to ordinary readers, homely extent Becauſe: 
the members of this board very well know what allewances 
are to be made for a familiar ſpeech; and that there is a c,“ 
Gfference between an open, friendly conver ſation, and @ ſet, 


125 farnal diſcourſe. 
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Mr. Townſend was a profeſſed party ; entered 
upon and managed in company; and what 
took up a conſiderable part of our time 
while walking together. I am the more ex- 
preſs in this, becauſe I have been told, that 
Mr. T. has not ſcrupled, fince theſe diſputes 
turned up, to deny the plain matter of fact; not 
being afraid to aſſert: That it was a conver- 
ce ſation between my brother and me; that we 
« were canvaſling of it, truly, while he was 
e behind; and that he only overheard a word 
c now and then.” Not to obſerve, Gentle. 
men, that we could never have allowed out 
ſelves to have dropt a companion at this rate, 
in the midſt of our walk ; I aver, by all that 
is ſacred, that ſuch a repreſentation is as noto- 
riouſly falſe, as it is poſſible for any thing to 
be. And I muſt acquaint yeu, Gentlemen, 
that if this modeſ# man (for I think that is his 

neral character) goes on to deny the truth 
and falffy his conſcience after this manner, 
we ſhall be obliged to publiſh a particular 
account of the converſation now referred to; 
an account, that has been drawn up a conſi- 
derable time, but, like ſome other pieces on 
this ſubject, kept from the public out of pure 
tenderneſs to the Calviniſtical baptiſt miniſters, 

Nay not only fo, but I have before this 
declared as much to ſome of the members of 
this board; and, indeed, have done it, in com- 
mon, in all companies where I had occa- 
ſion to ſpeak of this matter. And whatever 
' reaſon I may have given you to condemn | 
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my diftrinal principles; I do not know, that 


| ever forfeited my moral character with you, 
or that I was ever charged, even by this board, 
with being guilty of forgery or lies. Well 
then, how comes it about, that even after a/l 
this, againſt ſuch plain evidence and ſuch re- 
peated teſtimonies from me on this head, you 
can aſſert, that I do not act from conſcience, in 
the preſent diſtinguiſbing ſentiment ; but, in 
ſhort, am bought into the unitarian ſyſtem 


by the gentlewoman before mentioned? This 


leads me to obſerve | 

II. IN the next place, That I cannot help 
being greatly ſurpriſed at ſuch an aſſertion, be- 
cauſe I made no queſtion, but the miniſters of 
this board had been better acquainted with 
Mrs. Ginn, than what this comes to. But 
| you perfectly force us, by one fraud upon the 
| back of another, to conclude, whether we will 
| or not, that you make nothing of abu/ing your- 
| ſelves, and impoſing on the world. 


Mrs. Ginn, whom you charge with corrupt- 


in me, and who is ſo great an eyeſore to The 
Calviniſtical baptiſt miniſters, has the hap- 
pineſs of being ſuperior to all her enemies in 
| this, That ſhe not only poſſeſſes a mind, 
| warmed with the moſt generous and moſt dif- 
intereſted zeal for truth; but has the honour of 
a character univerſally eſtabliſhed, with thoſe 
who know her, for integrity of life, and a 


. truly Chriſtian fimplicity of manners. So that 
when you infinuate, as you do by my charge, 


that ſhe 1s capable not only of giving an ear 
to, 
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to, but even of complying with terms for buying 
me into the intereſt of her principles, you af. 
ſert that, which is not only abborrent from her 
' public, moral character; but a ſcandal upon 
that. reverence which ſhe has always main- 
tained for Chriſtianity. Such à propoſal (ſup. 
poſing I had been fooliſb and hardy enough to 
have made it) would have brought upon me, 
as it had i deſerved, all that reſentment and 
indignation, which an uncorrupted faith, and 
@ noble ardour for religion could have inſpired, 
No, Gentlemen, Mrs. GiNN has not ſo 
learnt CHRIST; neither are the principles ſhe 
eſpouſes ſo deſperate in themſelves, or ſo hardly 
put to it. ---- It muſt be confeſſed, indeed, 
that this gentlewoman was ever ready to 62) 
the truth ; and has done it, all her days, by 
a long ſucceſſion of trials and perſecutions, 
among which, thoſe, which ſhe now firs 
from you, are to be looked upon as one of 
the left : But ſhe knows how to deſpiſe fle 
cenſures of men, nay, and thoſe of The Cal 
viniſtical baptiſt miniſters. The anſwer of a 
good conſcience with her, is of much greater ac- 
count than the empty applauſe, or the ſolemn 
flatteries of the croud. She is convinced, by 
experience, that ſuch as are fteddy to their 
principles, and willing to approve themſelves 
to God, muſt indure hardſhip : But ſhe can 
rejoice in The Crofs, where ſhe is called to it 
for the fake of the goſpel, and can bind your 
reproaches to her, as ſo many marks of an 
#nſhaken zeal, and holy contempt for the _ 
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And as for myſelf, tho' gratitude obliges 
me to own, that I am under many, particular 


obligations to this gentlewoman, (the more 


remarkably ſo, becauſe you have indeavoured, 
by all your inſtruments, to incenſe her againſt 
me) that ſhe has not ſuffered me to fink in 


the world, nor left my family to poverty and 
contempt, the things which you were driving 


at with all imaginable fury: Yet truth like- 
wiſe obliges me to declare, that I never varied 


a tittle from my judgment, nor ſtrained my con- 
ſcience in any one, individual inſtance 20 com- 
pliment Mrs. GiNN, or make her believe me 


to be, what I am not in fact. And in 
reſpect to what you are here pleaſed to charge 


me with, in particular, God knows, that 1 
was the fartheſt from taking up my preſent 
principles, or making a profeſſion of the uni- 


tarian ſyſtem, from any ſecular views, or any 


conditions, like what you infinuate, of any per- 


ſon upon the face of the earth. Nay, ſo far 
was I from making any terms, or acting on the 
foot of ſecular propoſals by Mrs. GIN N, that 


| beſides, that no ſuch thing ever entered my 
mind, it is notorious, that I declared myſelf, 


not only when I was without any promiſe, 
but, .in reality, without any outward proſpect 


of ſalhſtence. However, as I was enabled to 


follow the convictions of my own breaſt, and 


| commit this matter to The Lord, I have the 
| higheſt reaſon to acknowledge his goodneſs, and. 


rejoice in his providence. Once more, Gen- 
temen, 


Ga - III. EVER 


- * 
0 * 
mera — cc 
_ * 


{ 
| 
| 


II 


III. Every imputation of this kind i; 
abundantly anſwered, not only by the decla. 
ration I made laſt; but alſo by conſidering, 
That I had abjolutely done both with Th: 
Duakers and The National Church before 
my going abroad, and therefore that it was 
impoſſible, in the nature of things, that 
Mrs. Ginn ſhould have any hand in buying 
me off from th intereſts. Every attempt of 
that kind, in hob caſes, was prior to my going 
to Paris; and my going there, as I have de- 
clared more than once, was purpoſely that! 
might break off all thoſe purſuits ; fo that 
there was no opportunity for Mrs. GINN to 
outbid them. This is a fact ſo clear, as not 
to admit even the colour of a diſpute; be- 
cauſe J had never interchanged a word with 
Mrs. GIN N, nor, indeed, ſeen her, to my 
knowledge, till after my return, and my be- 
ing likely to ſettle at the late Mr. Wollin. 
Again, 1 
IV. Ir worldly intereſt had been my aim in 
a religious profeffion, I was certainly wrong, 
in that I did not ſecure the congregation at 
Maze's Pond. Believing Mrs. GINN to be as 
fond as you pleaſe of the doctrine of One God 
and One Mediator, and as defirous of having 
it known amongſt the diſſenting congregations 
in this day, as you poſſibly can; yet you can- 
not think, that ſhe would ſettle an hundred 4 
year upon a perſon for barely preaching that 
doctrine, or ſuppoſe it were only four a 
5 01 
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For leſs than that, I imagine, I ſhould not 
have had with that people. | 5 
 Bxs1DEs, there was my public reputation at 


ſtake. It is no vanity in me to ſay, That 


| - had I continued among the particular baptiſts, 
and ſettled at Maze's Pond, I ſhould not have 


been a whit behind the very chief of this board; 
becauſe, it is well known, ſome of your own 
people have ſaid as much, and you are but 
too well convinced of it your ſelves. 

WELL, why did I not cover my principles, 
and link into that congregation ? Why did I 
make a voluntary profeſſion of them myſelf; 
when, without being /ubjefed to any exami- 
nation, I might have been juſt what I would 2 
Why did not I take the advantage of theſe 
things; and at once have ſecured a good main- 
tenance, and have made myſelf as popular, as 
others of this board ? ----- Pray, Gentlemen, 
be ſo good as to try my conſcience by my be- 
haviour in theſe inſtances. Set them, for once, 
in oppoſition to the other things, which you 
are pleaſed to make the world believe, are fo 
many marks of a ſelfiſh, mercenary temper. 
Alas! for you. Your charge happens to be 
laid againſt the wrong perſon. You have un- 
dertook the moſt difficult argument in the world. 


---You ſee J have here again renounced all for 


the /ake of conſcience : A much better proviſion, 
than 1 could either expect, or even propoſe 
to myſelf, whether from The Qyakers or The 
National Church, nay better than I could hope 
tor from any other guarter, by continuing = 


Zo 
the miniſtry. And yet I am @ mercenary, re. 
probate creature ! ----- How happy would it be 
for my good friends, were there no greater 
contradictions to their generofity and juſtice ! 
Laſtly, 85 
V. SUPPosSING I was every thing that you 
ſay, A mercenary fellow, à man of no princi- 
ple or conſcience, one, who would really take any 
fide for intereſt: What is that to he queſtion in 
diſpute between us? And how does it diſcharge 
you from your obligations to attempt my con- 
vickion, and preſerve your admirers from the 
Poiſon of my doctrine? Sure, all theſe things 
notwithſtanding, if you acted the part of 
Gentlemen and Scholars, Chriſtians and Mini- 
fters of The Goſpel, you would, at leaft, think | 
your ſelves obliged to take ſome parns with me, 
and ſhow ſome little reſpect for the ſpiritual 
good of your fellow creatures. For believe this: 
Let me at from what principles 1 will, as long 
as I have any thing to alledge, that comports _ 
with reaſon, and bears the authority of Scrip- 
ture, people will nevertheleſs attend to my ar- 
guments, maugre all your cenſures and ſcandal, 
They will never ſuppoſe that ſuch meaſures 
challenge the name of real anfivers; but will 
ſtill think, I have a right to call upon you to 
enter the liſts, and behave like true champions. 
And without doubt, as I have faid once and 
again, If you had any zeal for truth, any ab- 
horrence of error, any concern for the honour 
of God, or any ſenſe of your duty to ſouls, 
you would rouſe your {elves up, and come _ 
| | | WUIL 
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with your ſtrong reaſons againſt me. You 
would refute this hereſy of mine, ſince that is 
the beſt term you can allow my principles; and 
eftabliſh your own ſentiments, in, what you are 
pleaſed to call, a fundamental of the Chriſtian 
religion. Certainly you cannot be ſo far funk 
into ignorance and ſtupidity, as to imagine that 
repreſenting me as a Very Weak, or even as a 
very wicked man, is doing every thing that is 
neceſſary, or that becomes you, where a truth 
of this conſequence is in danger. Why, Gen- 
tlemen, this is neither more nor /efs, than taking 
away your Gops; and alas! for you, as the 
text ſays, What have ye more? Why then do 
not ye go about it, and prove to us, by all the 
light of Revelation, if not that @ circle is a 
triangle, and à triangle a circle; yet that three 
are one, and one three; that equality does not 
involve plurality, or that there may be three 
equals, and yet but One God? Why do not ye 
make it appear, That notwithſtanding there 
is priority and ſucceſſion in your account of the 
three divine perſons ; yet that they are all co- 
equal and coeternal, contrary to all the meaning 
of words, and all the ſenſe of mankind? In 
ſhort, why do you not prove to us, that one 
God may beget another, and a third procede 
from the other #400, and yet all of them be „E 
exiftent, unoriginate and eternal? No, this 
is the real core. I cannot turn off thoſe un- 
meaning expreſſions with your volubility and 
confidence ; and therefore, for that reaſon, 2 
| rA 
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that and one more (if you would ſpeak out) 
I am all that is monſtrous, all that is deteftable. 

Bor by this, I preſume, you will think it 


high time that I dre the account together, and 


give you 


THE IMPROVEMENT ON BOTH SIDES. 


\ 


Now, Gentlemen, of what has been faid 
this is THE SUM: 


With reſped to myſelf, 


You have charged me with the blackeſ 
crimes, ſuch as, if true, ought to render me 
for ever incapable of public ſervice : But how 


have you ſupported them? Why, firſt, by my 


offering to go over to The Quakers; and then, 
by my having attempted conformity to The 


Church of England. Now what ground there 


might have been for your charge had I afually 
gone over, either to the one or the other, 1s not 


the queſtion; that is intirely out of the preſent 


diſpute, becauſe it is certain I did not go; but, 
having made theſe attempts in the heat of na- 
tural reſentment, put an end to them myſelf 
upon mature deliberation.----What then is the 
real amount of the whole? Neither more 
nor leſs than this: That it. ſeems, at laſt, 1 
9 05 Was 

* Referring to the principal reaſon, as it is to be found in the 
ſecond letter; Impartial Reflections, p. 52. For, in reality, my 


profeſſion of unitariani/m only gave the board, as they thought 
it, a lucky opportunity to pour their reſentment upon me for former 


indignities, in not coming ſo plum into all their miniſterial mea 


fures, while a member with them. 
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even to 4 degree with your ſelves; that 1 did 


not depart an hair's breaath from conſcience, 
judging of it in your own way ; but what from 
doubts hanging upon my mind, and @ fearful-. 
neſs, that I was wrong in the main, reſolved, 


at leaſt, if I did err, that it ſhould be on he 
rigid fide, and that I would maintain all zhe 
prejudices of education 17v1olable-----For, in- 
deed, if I may be allowed to ſpeak for myſelf 
now, I apprehend, my great miſtake was, that 
did not ſufficzently underſtand my own liberty. 
| For tho' it might, probably, have been d:fficult 


| for me to have ſatisfied myſelf intirely, had 1 


| . ſhook hands with the particular baptiſts; yet 
I cannot help thinking, as I was cosſcienticus 


to exceſs in confining every thing to my own 


elt, ſo that I was rather foo ſevere againſt my 


| ſelf, and too cenſorious on others,-----But then 


on the other hand, 
With reſpect to this board, 
Ir appears, That you have had no regard 


to bonour nor honeſty, to moral nor Chriſtian ob- 
ligations; that you have not only affirmed in 
matters which you could know nothing of ; but, 
on the contrary, in matters which you cold 
not but know were abſolutely falſe ; that inſtead 
of taking my part, as you ought to have done, 


as men, Chriſtians, and minifters, you have 


employed all the influence, laid up in thoſe cha- 
| To H | - racter S4 


was ſeverely Arict to my principles; ſcrupulous, 


ome Lo] 
racers, to miſrepreſent my conduct, and pre. 
judice the minds of perſons againſt me; that 
you have been deaf to my confeſſions, ſhut your 
eyes againſt my ears, and wilfully oppoſed re. 
peared evidences of my contrition and ſincerity; 
in one word, that you have not been afraid 
to Hort with truth, to belie your conſciences, 
and ſtand perjured before The Lord. 

'Tr1s, Gentlemen, I apprehend is he total 
of the evidence on both ſides, and fe fair 
ballance of the preſent account. Here, there- 
fore, I might have broke off, without the leſt 
imputation of neglect, or breach upon gud 
manners. However, as I would by no means 
indulge any thing, which might look like 
grudging my pains, when 1 have 70 meaner 
correſpondents than the members of this board, 
and am ingaged in 70 % ſervice than your 
general reformation ; I believe, we muſt not 
part yet: There is ſtill ſomething behind, 
which I have to offer for my/elf ; as well as 
other matters, which I have to obſerve about 
vor. 


As to myſelf, 


IT is very probable, Gentlemen, all of you 
may think, that what I ſuggeſted laſt, con- 
cerning my preſent liberty of conſcience, ſtands 
in need of explanation: Wherefore that I may 
not leave you in the dark on this point, what 

I have farther to ſubjoin is as follows: 


I 1M4* 
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] IMAGINE, that as I have now a more 
extenſfue view of the principles and pretenſions 
of the different ſects or intereſts among us, 10 
that I can form à better judgment of their in- 
&infic virtues or merits; and ſee not only 
wherein their particular excellencies conſiſt, 
but likewiſe wherein it is that the one may 
have the advantage of the other. -----Now as I 
am thoroughly convinced, that 20 one denomi- 
nation is ſo perfectly orthodox, as not to admit 
ſome mixture or allay of error; ſo neither is. 
there any ſo univerſally corrupt or degenerate, 
as not to challenge an affinity to truth, or, if 
that be not enough, . the poſſeſſion of it, in ſome 

rticular or other. This engages me to 
think moderately of each profeſſion, to cultivate 
ſentiments of tenderneſs and charity for them; 
and, in ſhort, ſo far as I am ſatisfied they are 
right, obliges me to be on their ſide. What 
is there in names, Gentlemen, that ſuch and 
ſuch ſounds ſhould fix the character of Chri- 
ſtians, or the brand of heretics, upon this and 
the other ſect, as differently and currently ap- 
plied ? What is there in Caluiniſin, why all 
of that profeſſion ſhould be thoroughly orthodox? 
Or what is there in Arminianiſin, that thoſe 
of that principle ſhould be wholly erroneous ? 
And fo as to other names of diſtinction, whe- 
ther in The Eftabliſhed Church, or among The 
Diſſenters, ----- Let us conſider things and not 
words : And while we have good reaſon to 
conclude, that thoſe, who call themſelves 

| 2 Cbriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, are really ſuch, J mean, that the 
hold the head Tye Lord JESUS CHRIST 
let us not take up that averfon to their per. 
ſons, or contempt of their principles, as not to 
treat them as members of the ſame body, and 
hope they may get to heaven, as well as our 
ſelves. ----- Here is in this caſe @ great ſecret, 
my friends, and what you either do not under- 
fland, or are not willing to attend, namely, 
That true grace is conſiſtent with great dark- 
neſs. And tho' it might be fnful for perſons 
of your growth (for I would not preſume to 
mention my own at the ſame time) to give 
into all the weakneſſes of others; yet, J hope, 
ſo far as they are rigbt, it can be no crime, 
even for you to acknowledge it. It can never 
be pretty to condemn what there is in them, 
truly conſcientious and Chriſtian, becauſe they 
do not happen to be bleſt with ſo plentiful apor- 
tion as our ſelves.-----Really, Gentlemen, |] 
cannot but think, you are fo narrow in theſe 
matters, /traightened in your ſelves : And that, 
while you boaſt of freedom in one way, you ap- 
pear little acquainted with that liberty, which 
we have in CKRIS T. -I know it is no better 
than cant with you, to talk of extenſive cha- 
rity; however ſuch a thing there is; and 
thoſe who know moſt of their own 2mper- 
fections and ſhort fightedneſs will ſtudy and ir- 
courage it moſt, ---- For my own part, I am 
free to declare, that I have done, I hope, with 
the contrary ſpiris; and therefore, that _ - 
| n 
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6nd the traces of Chriſtianity with others, diſ- 
covered by an affectionate regard to the do- 
&rines of Revelation, as they lie in our BIBLE, 
and a converſation becoming the goſpel of 
Cur1sT, whether they are of my length and 
breadth in circumſtantials or not, I ſhall love 

their perſons, and covet their friendſbip. 
I AM afraid you will miſtake me, Gentle- 
men ; tho' I expreſs myſelf thus /argely, do 
= not think I am going to leave you. No ſuch 
good news, you will fay, probably? — No, 
S beſides that my cbjections are increaſed, how- 
ever to Conformity, by my late ſentiments as 
an unitarian, I am bound to you, by too many 
ſufferings for that. And, if this be what you 
want, I fincerely hope, you will long have the 
mortification of finding me amongſt you. --— 
Leave you! I cannot be ſo unnatural ; at leaſt, 
let me ſee firſt, what I can do to recover you 

from your preſent darkneſs and bigottry. 


As to The Gentlemen of this board, 


HavinG reaſon to ſuppoſe, that by this 
time, you muſt needs have à complete view of 


not intirely prevail) to form an eſtimate of 
your conduct in the whole of this affair; I 
. would take the liberty to inquire, in a ſerious 

and calm manner, How it is that you io upon 
Jour actions. Vou know, to be ſure, what 


upon 


— 


your ſelves, and be capable (if /elf love does 


apprehenſions we have of a perſon, who robs 


162 
upon the high way, and who, beſides taking 
from a man tbe little he carries in his pockets, 

may poſſibly put him into bod:ly fear : I can 
eaſily believe, there is not one of this reverend 
aſſembly, who would think it any breach upon 
honour or juſtice, to call ſuch a perſon by the 
blackeſi names, and treat him in the moſt rige. 
rous manner. And yet, Gentlemen, do you 

imagine that any thing of this kind is to be 
parralleled with ſuch practices as manifeſtly 

Aab a perſon's good name, and blaſt his reputation, 

both as @ man and A Chriſtian? Are any of 
the former villanies fo flagrantly criminal, as 
attempts to /farve a man's family, prevent his 
public uſefulneſs, and fix a mark of indelible 
infamy upon him and his memory? You are 
Gentlemen of too much diſcerning for this, 
And yet (how ſorry am I there ſhould be 
ſuch reaſons for ſaying it) theſe have been 
your practices towards me; Zheſe are the 
actions of 70 Jes perſons than the Calviniſtical 
baptiſt miniſters. And then in conſequence 
of this, 

WHAT is it, good now, that you hint 9 
your ſelves? Or what opinion do you expect 
others to retain concerning you? Such un- 
common acts of violence give us a ſtrange ſuſpi- 
cion of the very conſtitution and nature of 
thoſe, who are capable of making them their 
own. Pray then, How are we to call the 

members of this board? Are you Engliſomen 
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or Hottentots :? Britons or Barbarians? Are 
you really a part of he human, reaſonable ſpe- 
cies? Or do you only wear the appearance of 
men, and mock us with the bare name ? Sure, 
you cannot have 7he vanity (unleſs your ſpirits 
are prodigiouſiy inflamed) of aſpiring to the 
reputation of Chriſtians, much leſs of Mini- 
fters of The Goſpel? No verily, we can never 
be ſunk into that degree of corruption and bru- 
tality, as to mean nothing by our words, or 
aim at 7 reſemblance, no connection between 
perſons and characters]! ----- Think you, Gen- 
tlemen, could I have heard any confeſſions 
breaking from your lips; could I have ſeen any 
tears falling from your eyes, under ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance as mine; And yet have been ſo far 
from taking @ generous part with you in your 
ſorrows, and receiving them as the genuine 
fruits of a ſincere repentance ; that I could 
both have overlooked them myſelf, and have 
made thoſe 77firmities, which gave birth to 
them, a matter of accuſation with others? 
No, had I known nothing of he precepts and 
example of the meek and the bleſſed Jxsvs, 
(whoſe diſciples and miniſters you nevertheleſs 

profeſs your ſelves to be) the bare dictates 
of reaſon, the common ſentiments of humanity, 
would have taught me an abborrence of me- 
| thods 


* A people inhabiting the ſouthern coaſt of 4f-ica, towards 
Cape of Good Hope, of whom, among other things, 

Mr. Gordon gives us this following account : They have nothing, 
fave the ſhape of a man, that can lay claim to that noble cha- 
racer. Geograph. Grammar, Part 2. p. 332. 
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thods ſo intirely cruel, ſo conſummately barkg. 
r ! | 
I am loth, methinks, Gentlemen, to break 
in farther upon your patience ; yet having ſome 
things, as I apprehend, of conſiderable mo- 
ment to lay before you, I cannot allow my. 


ſelf to think of concluding, till I have given 


vou : 
= 
THE PRINCIPAL REASONS 
for this publication, 


Now of theſe ſome reipe& my/elf, either 
ſeparately or in relation with the public others 
the reverend members of this board; others 
Founger miniſters, juſt coming into the world; 


and the reſt the particular baptiſt congregations, 


With reſpect to myſelf, 


I. I nAavt been determined to appear in 


this manner, Firſt, To ſatisfy my own mind. 


This end I hope to ſecure by coming to an 


open confeſſion of matters of fact; by taking 
that part of public ſhame, which may juſtly 
belong to me where I have acted umoorthtly; 
and laſtly, by throwing off that additional 
weight which you would gladly faſten upon 
me. Then, That I might make ſome kind of 
an atonement to ſuch as profeſs themſelves in 


the intereſt of truth, and who may, probably, 


have been /candalized or offended at the liber 
ties I have taken. Herein I hope to ſuccede, 
by leading the public into the ſprings ' my 
F actions; 
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actions; diſcovering the temper of my mind, 
and my manner of deportment under the parti- 
| cular providences, referred to above; by which 

means they will readily fee, That notwith- 
| ſtanding I ruſhed into very oppoſite and incon- 
ent meaſures at different times, from the 
| heat of natural temper, and the apprebenſion of 
a. growing weight of oppreſſion ; yet that thoſe 
meaſures were ſo far from approving themſelves 
| to me, ſoon after their being fir/# taken, that 
they were always matter of concern and humi- 
lation, in my calm and retired hours, and 
therefore ſuch as I freely threw wp, and re- 
| ceded from myſelf. And laſtly, That I may open 
| my way afreſh into the world. . Jar looking 
upon myſelf as appearing in life untegro, I 
imagine, I cannot lay proper claim to the coun- 
tenance of any particular denomination, nor ex- 
| pet to be well received, either as a miniſter or 

writer, till falſe lights are removed, real fats 
cleared up, and it be put into every one's power, 

to form an eſtimate of my conduct, and de- 
| termine concerning me as guilty or innocent, 
upon my 0701 repreſentation. CE 


With regard to this board, 


II. InAvx two reaſons for addreſſing you in 

| this public manner; firſt, That I may reprove 

Jou, as brethren ; and, ſecondly, That I may 
luggeſt ſomething for your inffrufion. 
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1. Tur juſtice which I owe the member, 
of this board, obliges me to the preſent publi. 
cation. I do not queſtion but you know le 
direction, tho', it is probable, you will not 


much care to lie under its weight : They 


that fn E rebuke before all.. Now 
that you have /inned, and that in zhe gruſtf 
manner, is very evident; and therefore it be- 
longs to me, as the perſon immediately in- 
jured, to ſee to it, That I do not juffer fin, or 

t it reſt upon you,* according to another com- 
mand. Iam in any wiſe to rebuke 3 you, or 
in the New-Teſtament phraſe, to rebuke you 
fearpy 3 * cuttingly, as, you know, the word 
fignifies ; © t'o ſearch your wound to the bot. 
tom, or as we commonly ſay, cut you to the 
uick, to ſee what feeling you have; if per- 
798 bringing you to 4 ſenſe of your evils, 
the thoughts of your hearts may be forgiven 
you. I look upon myſelf obliged in this 
caſe to endeavour humbling you for all your 
abominations ; 7 and to provoke you 70 repent, 
and do the firſt works.3 And in order to 
this my buſineſs is to detect fallacies, take if 
diſguiſes, and unravel your whole myſtery of int- 
quity. ---- You might poſlibly, notwithſtand- 
ing my weakneſs, have deceived another per- 
ſon ſooner than me. I very well know how 


theſe things muſt have turned upon your 


| 2 mincd, 
1 1 Tim. v. 20. 2 Levit. xix. 17. 3 Thid, 
4 Tit. 1.139. m pu 6 Acts viii. 22. 


7 Ezek. xxxvi. 81. 8 Rev. ii. 5. 
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minds, and how they have been managed 
amidſt your weekly conventions. And to 
ive, you an unexceptionable proof of it, I 


| will preſent you with your picture upon this 


cecafion 3 4 original verily! Not to be 
matched in England, whatever it may be at 


Nome, or within The Eccleſiaſtical State. We 


will /uppoſe then, for once (your conduct will 


juſtify every liberty in ſuppoſition) That you 
were got round The Council Board, and deli- 
| berating this affair, with your zſual knack at 


every thing ze/t17ical and baſe :* Well,” cries 
one of you, to ſet the converſation on foot, 


„What muſt we do with this man? He has 


« hitherto the advantage of us: Our hands 


| © are bound up at preſent. We can neither 

| © overthrow his principles, nor vindicate our 

| © own conduct. People, that is, the more 
| © judicious part of mankind, are ready to fay, 


« He has been ill uſed; that we have not diſ- 


covered ſuch a degree of compaſſion and 


* brotherly love as was neceſſary; but ex- 
e pelled him with too much haſte, and there- 
© fore ſeemingly from mere prejudice.---Thus 
ce far things are againſt us, and they work fo 


| © powerfully abroad, that, in ſhort, our whole 
| © craft is in danger. What ſhall we do in this 


critical juncture? Some expedient muſt be 
* found out to put a ſtop to ſo threatening, 
* and fo prevailing a miſchief, If ſtrength 


| © fails us, we muſt have recourſe to ſtrata- 
5 Sem. What we want in the merit of our 


=: « cauſe, 
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te cauſe, we muſt endeavour to ſupply by ar. 


e tifice and fraud. O,“ fays another, 


more ready at dark counſels and crooked poli- 
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tics than the reſt; The way is before us: 
will ſtrike out a method for you, at once; 


a method by which you may not only 
vindicate your preſent contempt of his per. 
ſon and neglect of his letters; but in the 


moſt plauſible way in the world cover over 


all your precipitancy and malice in expel- 
ling®him a year and an half ſince.— That 


cis what we want, brother,” ſays the next; 


a notable ſcheme, if it be but practicable; 
ſecure this to us, and the day is our own: 
But what is it ?----This plain, eaſy method: 
— Let all of us, in general, boldly and 
poſitively aflert, wherever we come, That 
his principles are heterodox ; that the man 
is - let me ſee ---- A Sabellian ? No, that 
is not harſh enough --- An Arian, That he 
depends upon a creature for Salvation. 
And then as to himſelf, Let us always re- 
preſent him as a weak, unſettled, variable 
creature ; that ſhall be the beſt we will fay 


of him: But then more effectually to carry 


our point here; Let us add, That he i a 
mere weathercock in religion; that he wil 
take any ſide, and turn to any party, where 
intereſt is to be ſecured. And particularly, 
as to his preſent ſentiment, Let us ſtand to 
it, That he is bought into that b) 


Mrs. GIN N. It is true we know there i 
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no real foundation for theſe ſcandals, that 


they are, in fact, all of them abſolutely 
falſe: We are well aſſured that we cannot 
prove the charge of Arianiſm upon his prin- 
ciples, and that the man himſelf is really 
honeſt and conſcientious ---- But that mat- 
ters not : We have an equal ſway over the 
faith and conſciences of thoſe we converſe 
with; and therefore if we do but give it 
out, if we are but reſolute enough to 
ſend it abroad, we are ſure the people will 
find ears to receive it, and greedily devour 


it as truth. A glorious contrivance; 


poſitively !” ſays a fourth ---- © It will cer- 
tainly do. Nothing could ever have ſuited 
us better. He knows, that he has made 


- ſome attempts which give but too much 


reaſon for ſuch concluſions as theſe, and 
therefore, we may be ſure, he will never at- 
tack us on this quarter. The thing has all 
the colour and plauſibility that we could 
poſſibly defire. And tho he is ready enough 
to take up the pen, when he is ſure he has 
the better ſide of the argument, yet here, 
as it would be writing againſt himſelf, ex- 
poſing his own infirmities, and ſetting him- 
ſelf on record as a weak man, at leaſt ; we 
may be fafe in all the rancour of ſpeech, 
and outrage of ſcandal.” ------- Poor ſouls ! 


How am I grieved for you. Are you then no 
better acquainted with the devices of Satan? 


— This, indeed, is his way; he firſt draws 


into 
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into ſin, under colours the moſt Hecious, and 
then leaves the deluded wretches in the lurch, 
I ſhould have thought, ſo deſperately cun- 
ring as you all are, and ſo znflexibly pojitive 
as you have found me, that you would have 
taken greater heed to my words, and have 
been more upon your guard, than what, at 
preſent, appears.---I told you, in my laſt, (if 
you have yet read it) That I would certainly 

follow you into all your lurking holes, draw ff 
the maſk with which you cover yourſelves, and 
expoſe your treachery and double dealing.* And 
I now tell you again, That as long as you 
make lies your refuge, I will never leave you ; 
giving you this confolation, by the way, That 
while you ſpeak evil of me, fallly, you will be 
fare to hear worſe of your ſelves in every ſuc- 
ceding vindication. Thus much for your re- 
Prof. Not but if I were diſpoſed to extend 

the charge, I might likewiſe admon:ſh you os 
heretics ; it being certain, in the affair between 
us, not only that you are fubverted from the 
faith, but, by a variety of facts, /elf con- 
demned. 1 


However, to paſs that, 


2. By way of inſtruction: As you ſeem ei- 
ther never to have underſtood, or intirely to 
have forgotten, your duty towards the reputa- 
tion, or good name of your neighbous, - _ 

| evera 


®* Impartial Reflect. p. 27. 
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ſeveral things to ſuggeſt to you on that head: 
As, | 8 ES OS. 

(1.) You ought by no means o raiſe any 
falſe reports of your neighbour. This is expreſs- 
ly againſt thoſe words: Thou ſhalt not raiſe a 
falſe report.. Nothing, you know, ſooner 
blaſts a good name than ſlander. And there- 
fore David complains of this injury, when 
he ſays: They laid to my charge things that I 
knew not. And however /;ghtly the gentle- 
men of the Calviniſtical Baptiſt board may 
think of this practice, it is of a piece with 
the devil's common drudgery, who borrows his 
name | A:a6oAcx ] from his being a Handerer, 
or falſe witneſs againſt the brethren. 3 
receive, no flanders or falſe reports of your 
neighbour. Hence it is made the character of 
a good man, that he does no evil to his neigh- 
bour, neither taketh up a reproach againſt his 
neighbour. + Eſpecially is this contrary to du- 
ty, when fuch reports are received, and indu- 
firiouſly bread abroad in the world; and there- 
fore the command is: Thou ſhalt. not go 
1 and down as a tale bearer among thy people. 5 
gain, | 
(3.) You are to conſider your ſelves under 
fuch obligations to the good name of your neigh- 
bour, That you ſhould not diminiſh his excellen- 
cres, or detract from his real worth; much leſs 


allow 
1 Exod. xxiii. 1. 2 Pal. xxxv. 11. | 

3 See this uſe of the word, 1 Tim. iii, 11. 2 Tim. iii. 3. 
and Tit, ii. 3, 4 Pfal, xv. 3. 5 Ley. xix. 16. 


(2.) You are not only to raiſe, but even to 1 
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allow your ſelves ro aggravate his infirmities 
or heighten any particular weakneſs. This part 
of duty the apoſtle James is ſuppoſed to re- 
gard, when he lays down that precept : Sheal 
not evil one of another, brethren, * Once 
more, | 


(4.) So far, Gentlemen, do your ob/igations 
riſe on this head, That you ought to vingj- 


cate their characters in oppoſition to known 
calumnies. You may be criminal by flence as 
well as ander; and therefore if you would 
be careful to diſcharge @ conſcience towards 
your brother, you ought to become an advo- 
cate for him, and openly vindicate his chara- 
fer, when you hear him /perſed or miſrepre- 
fented. This was St. Peter's behaviour, when 
the apoſtles were charged with drunkenneſs, 
upon the deſcent of The Holy Ghojt.7 And 
then, Te 

(F.) LasTLY, You are by no means To 
bear falſe witneſs againſt your neighbour. To 
this purpoſe are thoſe words: Put not thine 


band with the wicked to be an unrighteous wit 


neſs. This is the blackeſt evil in the cata- 
logue, and therefore thoſe who can ſtoop to 


it che moſt hardned finners. For which reaſon 


David expreſſes his affliction on this head, by 
faying : Falſe witneſſes are riſen up againſt me, 
and ſuch as breathe out cruelty.9------ Nor are 


thoſe perſons, you ſhould know, barely 


cha rgeable 


© 3; 
xiii. 1. 9 Pfal. xxvii. 12. 


5 Chap. iv. 11. 
3 Exod. 


5 
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1 
chargeable with 7his wickedneſs, who do it fors 
|  mally, or in open courts of judicature; but 
thoſe alſo who invent, propagate; and vouch 
to known * * concerning their brethren, 
Nay verily of the two this ſeems to be the 
more aggravated evil, becauſe, in fact, it is 
nt hing to men, or not ſo formally, but Yo 
God, who, as he is the only judge of conſcience, 
is. in this caſe proncepally uſed. INE 
| Now, Gentlemen, having given you Zheſe 
inftrufions on the important article of duty 
towards our brother's reputation, you will not 
only be more capable of directing in this par- 
| ticular for time to come ; but by bringing 
your paſt conduct to this flandard, more ex- 
acktly determine concerning your behaviour to- 
wards me. | : 
But I procede with the next reaſon, 


= 


III. In which J principally regard the younger 
niniſters, ſuch who are juſt coming into the 
world, and entering upon public work. 
They are part of this board; and therefore are 
juſtly 1ntituled to all the advantages of this 
publication. . 
Now I had always a little more ſenſe, than 
do think. that I was born for myſelf, and there- 
| fore am very willing that others ſhould have 
it in their power to improve upon my expe- 
ſience. Some of you, perhaps, may remem- 
ber that trite ſaying: 
Felix, quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. 
| EE 4. 


4 
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Others are coming up in the miniſtry, who, 
it may be, with not much more knowledge or 
guard than myſelf, may be called to encounter 
the fame difficulties; and if by holding myſelf | 
out as a ſpectacle to the world, if by ſtanding 
on record as a weak, eaſy, credulous fellow (for 
J cannot but think theſe my principal faults) 
I may be of any ſervice to thoſe who ſuccede; 
it is no little degree of reputation or intereſ, 
that I may have had in the world, which! 
would not willingly ſacrifice for ſo valuable a 
purpoſe. +--- With how much pleaſure ſhall I 
ſubmit to all the diſgrace, which I can poflibly 
ſuffer by this publication, if I may be the 
+ happy inſtrument of keeping others from 
driving on thoſe rocks, which I have not with- 


out great difficulty eſcaped ! 


IV. My laſt reaſon, Gentlemen, if you 
will allow me to convey any thing by your 
means to the particular baptiſt congregations, 
is, That I am very defirous of giving them 
my beſt advice, concerning their condudt ti- 
awards their miniſters, if they ſhould ever be 
ſo unhappy as to meet with one in my circun- 
ftances. I could never, Gentlemen, have 2 
better opportunity for it than this, becauſe be- 
ing excluded their ſoc:eties, and pulpits, I have 
no worldly advantage depending among 
them, and therefore cannot be ſuſpected of 
any particular view to my own intereſt in what 
Iam going to ſay. Now the whole of my ad- 

„„ | VICE 


4 
e 
t 
of 
it 


* 
0 


[75] 
vice will ſtand in theſe few words: Attend more 
carefully to the temper, education, years, and 


circumſtances of your miniſters.— How wrong 


would it be to treat @ meek perſon, in the 
fame way, that you would one of a ſtrong, 
turbulent ſpirit ? How abhorgent from reaſon. 
and the nature of things, to expect that from 
a gentleman, which 4 porter himſelf would 
ſcarce ſtoop to? If they are young, and con- 
ſequently, in ſome meaſure, raw and unex- 
perienced, do not look for all that w:/dom and 
economy in them, which are only to be met 
with in thoſe, who have lived iongeſt and ſeen 

moſt of the world. Are you ready to fay : 
No, for your ſake, wwe will have nothing to do 
with a young paſtor.----Why, That is 2% haſty 


as well as 700 paſſionate a reſolution. I do not 


ſee, but you muſt be glad to take up with 


young miniſters, or be contented to go without 
any,----And what is there ſo terrible in this? 
It is only throwing a little additional weight 
upon the wiſer, and the more aged amongſt 
you. You have no other burden than this, 
That you move ſomewhat more gently, and 
uſe them to difficulties, as you find they can 
bear them, And if thro' want of judgment or 
ſreadineſs they ſhould commit ſome blunders in 


| condut ; by all means, take care not to ex- 


poſe their weakneſſes, if you do not find ſo 
much charity in your tempers as to aſſiſt them 
under thoſe circumſtances. : 


K 2 I wovLD 


I wovLD not, methinks, Gentlemen, wil. 
lingly ſuppoſe, that any of our baptiſt churches 
will be angry with me for the liberty I have 
now taken. However be that as it will, avoid 
it I could not in point of faithfulngſ to them. 
Becauſe having had a pretty large experience 
this way my ſelf, according to the belt judg. 
ment I can form of matters, their future in. 
creaſe, or declenfion will be found very much 
to turn out as they rictly adhere to, or recedt 
from theſe rules. Without attending to them, 
I could almgft venture to ſay (humanly ſpeak- 
ing) that they will never retain any body in 
their intereſt, capable of ſerving them ; only 
remembering by what perſons the churches 
are at preſent fu bes I decline being poſitive, 
and think it will | look better to leave the abſe- 
lute decifion with the members of this board, 


| THE CONCLUSION. 


Gentlemen, * 
LL that I have now to ſubjoin is, That 
if you have any thing 70 object to the 
account here given, or any farther rubbiſb for 
me to remove, let me intreat you to act the 
of generous adverſaries, Do not ſkulk 
thus behind the curtain, but ſtand forth, and 
ſhew. your ſelves like nen. You know I am 
| baniſhed the houſes of your friends; you know 
it is not in my power to fo/low you from one 
Ait to another: And if it were, beſides my 
aver ſion to the work, it would be impoſſible 
for me to find à ſufficient ſupply of ſpirits 
and breath, to go over the ſame articles in 
every converſation. And therefore at laſt, (if 
any thing yet remains to be ſertled between 
us) be ſo honeſt to your ſelves, as well as gen- 
feel to me, to let me have it in black and 
bite. That knowing the extent of your re- 


Venge, 
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venge, IL may likewiſe know what preparation: 
are eite And inſtead of ee my 
time in the preſent way, (tho thus far neceſ. 
fary too) I may at once put the finiſhing hand 
to all perſonal diſputes, and have the pleaſure of 
entertaining you, in a better manner, with 
' the particular argument, which (tho', as things 
have lately turned up, you are now for deny. 
ing) had undoubtedly, at firſt, a conſiderable 
influence as to his difference, and has been one 
and ſource of that injurious liberty you have 
n pleaſed to take both with the perſon 

and character of, 


Gentlemen, 


your real, 


1 
— 
. 


tho' greatly abuſed 


July the gth, friend and ſervant, 
1735 


SAVYER Rupp. 
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Lately publiſhed by the ſame author, ani to be 
hol 2 the places where this Letter ig fold, 


AN ESSAY towards a new explication of the do- 
ctrines of The Reſurrection, Millennium, and Fudg- 
nent; being the ſubſtance of ſeveral diſcourſes on the 20th 
Chapter of The Revelation by St. Jonx. Vol. I. Price 
bound five ſhillings. | | 
His Two preceding letters to The Calviniſtical 
Baptiſt Board; The former remonſtrating on the diffe- 
rence ſubſiſting between that Body and The Author, 
with propoſals for an accommodation : The latter contain- 
ing impartial reflections on THE MINUTE received from 
thoſe miniſters, as an anſwer to his fir/? letter. 


ASALSO 


ALT TER to the proteſtant diſſenting Congregation, 

@ caecting in Broad Street, Wappin : Occaſioned by their 

late procedings againſt The Author on his profeſſion of 
UiRarjaniſm. By Joun Rupp. Price Six Pence. 
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